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In a July 6 video press conference 
public health officers in Eastern 
Ontario announced a collaborative  
regional approach to mandatory 
face coverings and masks to help 
fight the spread of COVID-19. 
Participants were Dr. Paul 
Roumeliotis, Medical Officer of 
Health Eastern Ontario Health Unit; 
Dr. Paula Stewart, Medical Officer of 
Health, Leeds, Grenville and Lanark 
District Health Unit; Dr. Vera Etches, 
Medical Officer of Health, Ottawa 
Public Health; and Dr. Robert 
Cushman, Acting Medical Officer of 
Health, Renfrew County and District 
Health Unit (RCDHU).
Dr. Roumeliotis emphasized that 
the pandemic is not over. While 
heartened by the good work done 
to date in the region, he said that to 
move to Stage 3, today’s directive 
issued under the province’s 
Emergency Management and Civil 
Protection Act was needed. Wearing 
a mask is an additional precaution 
to existing measures such as social 
distancing and hygiene. Of his 
partner health units in Eastern 
Ontario he said, “We are close to 
each other; we have tourists coming 
in, back and forth, so it’s important 
for us to have a unified approach to 
this.” Referring to research, he said 
the virus can be spread by someone 
without knowing they have it. He 
said the health units are taking an 
educational approach and there 

would be a grace period of a week 
while the health units supported 
local businesses with signage and 
information to educate both work 
force and customers. He added, “It’s 
very simple. I wear a mask: I protect 
you. You wear a mask: you protect 
me. If everyone wears a mask, we 
are all protected.”
In a media release received July 
6, RCDHU said this directive is 
primarily a means to educate people 
on mask use in premises, especially 
where 2-metre physical distancing 
cannot be maintained. Both 
residents and tourists are required 
to wear a mask or face covering in 
“enclosed public spaces” including 
stores, restaurants, offices, malls, 
libraries, churches, public transit, 
taxis, etc. Dr. Remouliotis said 
medical exemptions to mask 
wearing will be available on the 
health units’ websites. 
Dr. Cushman of RCDHU gave 
two reasons to wear masks: they 
make a difference and make the 
wearer more conscious of social 
distancing; and that aiming towards 
Phase 3, “This temporary personal 
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Keep your guard up - wear a mask

inconvenience will actually allow us 
to do what we need to do to contain 
this disease.” 
The RCDHU media release also 
stated that the person responsible 
for a business or organization that is 
open must comply “with the advice, 
recommendations and instructions 
of public health officials … on 
physical distancing, cleaning or 
disinfecting.” 
Asked about enforcement, Dr. 
Remouliotis said that the directive 
under the emergency measures is a 
blanket requirement so whether or 
not a municipality issues a by-law, 
masks are still required. 
Dr. Stewart said, “We learned with 
this virus you really have to be ahead 
of it … it can turn in a flash.” 
Dr. Etches said contact tracing 
showed that people are not 
staying home when sick and that 
wearing a mask is really about 
“social responsibility.” Referring to 
reopening schools this fall, she said 
“Adults need to do our part so that 
children can be together and be in 
school as much as possible.”
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Barry’s Bay native, Dr. Jack Kitts, 
officially retires as President and 
CEO of The Ottawa Hospital (TOH) 
on June 29 2020, bringing to “a close 
a significant chapter in our hospi-
tal’s story,” said Tim Kluke, President 
and CEO of the TOH Foundation. 
He goes on, “Throughout his career 
spanning over 30 years, Dr. Kitts has 
led the hospital through a significant 
period of change. Under his leader-
ship, Dr. Kitts has built an institu-
tion recognized globally as a leader 
in cutting-edge research and excep-
tional patient care.” The Current re-
ported on Dr. Kitts’ Order of Canada 
appointment in 2018. Many Valley 
residents will recall his deep roots in 
Barry’s Bay from Mark Woermke’s ar-
ticle at the time.

TOH Foundation has released Dr. 
Kitts’ farewell video message to sup-
porters and donors. In it, Dr. Kitts 
acknowledged & thanked donors for 
their generosity and support in help-
ing to build a world-class hospital 
at TOH. He said, “You’ve heard me 
say many times that you can’t have 
a great hospital without great com-
munity support. You’ve also heard 
me say that if you or a loved one are 
really, really sick you should expect 
and receive world-class care here in 

Ottawa.” Dr. Kitts then gave his recipe 
for attracting the best and brightest 
doctors and healthcare professionals 
to provide that world class care to the 
people of Ottawa and the Valley:
• World-class facilities
• State-of-the-art equipment and 

technology
• Investment in health research that 

makes a difference

Dr. Jack Kitts  PHOTO TOH

“Dr. Jack” retires from The Ottawa Hospital

Madawaska Valley
PUBLIC LIBR AR Y

Follow us on 
Facebook

19474 Opeongo Line, Barry’s Bay • mvpl.programs@gmail.com • 613-756-2000

LIBRARY SERVICES UPDATE
CURBSIDE PICK-UP NOW AVAILABLE
TO REQUEST ITEMS:
• Place a reserve on the online catalogue
• Email mvpl.programs@gmail.com 
• Call 613-756-2000
Download books, magazines, audio books at 
www.madawaskavalleylibrary.ca
If you don’t have an account, call or email to have one set up. 
Coming soon, some exciting Summer Reading Club and 
Summer Program news! Check out our Facebook page 
for announcements. 
DURING 
CLOSURE:

• Interlibrary loans are back!
• Library fines suspended for all loan materials
• Book drop is open for returns
• No book donations accepted

The 4-min video by Dr. Kitts can be 
found at this link: https://youtu.be/
IpxHJsWpYtE

Valley friends and family who 
know “Jackie” Kitts from his early 
years here will be moved by a TOH 
video on social media as hospital 
staff surprised him with a rousing 
send-off on his last day at work.

The Current joins with friends and 
family in wishing Dr. Kitts a long and 
happy retirement.

Madawaska Valley
Association for
Community Living 

Madawaska Valley Association for Community 
Living is looking for homes/apartments to 
rent.
Why rent to us? 

•  We are very reliable, respectful tenants who 
take pride in the homes we live in. 
•  Locations are very well supervised.
•  You will never need to worry about unpaid 
rent.  We have an unblemished record.
•  We can provide positive references.

We are looking for homes/apartments in the 
Barry’s Bay area, ideally within walking dis-
tance to amenities. We are preferably looking 
for 2 or 3 bedroom living accommodations 
on one level. If you have a home that you are 
looking to rent, or know someone who wants 
to rent out their home, please contact us. 

Contact- Amanda Foy 
613-756-3817 ext.202
afoy@mvacl.ca 

Attention Home Owners!



2    |    MADAWASKA VALLEY CURRENT WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2020    |    3

www.madvalleycurrent.com

days, Fridays, and Saturdays – weath-
er permitting. They will also open on 
request for events such as horseshoes 
tournaments. The July 1st Canada 
Day barbecue fundraiser was meant 
to happen on Saturday June 27 but 
that was deferred when the Legion’s 
biggest canopy was damaged by 
wind – just a minor hiccup for the 
Barry’s Bay Legion compared to their 
other worries.

DANIELLE PAUL 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

Like every other non-profit organi-
zation out there, the Royal Canadian 
Legion has taken a beating thanks to 
COVID-19. The loss of branch events 
and club rooms since March has put 
many legions in peril. It is estimated 
that 124 of the 1,381 Legion branches 
across Canada are likely to close per-
manently, and another 357 are fac-
ing serious financial hardship. Small 
branches have it worst, of course. 
They hold stag and does, dances for 
their communities and use the funds 
raised to pay bills like hydro and in-
surance.

Yet the small branches, like Barry’s 
Bay Branch 406, are a vital element 
in the local community, providing 
not just a venue for social gatherings 
but also financial support to other 
organizations. The Current recently 
reported on Branch 406’s charitable 
donations of more than $7,000 this 
year to local causes.

Branch President Heather Poliquin 
shared some information she re-
ceived from the Brockville Branch. 
The Branch 96 president, Ralph 
McMullen, is also the Zone G-2 
commander, overseeing nine other 
branches in the district from Ganan-
oque to Westport. McMullen said, 
“The meeting command say they ex-

Dire times for branches of Royal 
Canadian Legion

Heather Poliquin (left) and Dave Eagles of Branch 406 Executive enjoy the patio at the 
Barry’s Bay Legion.

pect to lose 35 per cent of the branch-
es across the country.”

We asked Poliquin what the impact 
of COVID-19 had been on the Barry’s 
Bay Branch. She said, “Early on dur-
ing the shut down we sent a break-
down of expected losses based on 
earnings from the same time period 
last year, and confirmed bookings 
and events that had to be cancelled 
due to the close down.  The predicted 
amount of loss for the three-month 
period (March to June) is $19,000.  
This does not include the fact that 
we may have had more bookings 
as March is still early in the year for 
spring and summer bookings.” Until 
the province allows for larger gather-
ings and indoor functions, she said 
the Legion may not be able to bring 
in much income. Plus, the distancing 
required means that bingo may not 
return – an activity that many people 
in the community enjoy.

Then Barry’s Bay Legion encoun-
tered a hiccup with a $10,000 ex-
pense to update the kitchen propane 
system in early March. “We had to 
use the funds we were putting aside 
for a new floor in the front hall,” said 
Poliquin.

Branch 406 is putting on a brave 
face. They recently set up umbrellas, 
tables, chairs, hand sanitizer, etc. and 
opened their outdoor patio from 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m. on Mondays, Wednes-

BARRY’S BAY

BOOK NOW FOR 2021!
Let the Barry’s Bay Legion 

Branch 406 host your wedding, 
banquet, meeting or other 

function in our spacious hall

Up to 150 people
Wheelchair accessible

Stage and spacious dance floor
You can design your own set-up

Huge parking lot
Walk to public beach

Affordable rates
Contact Mike Poliquin

613-756-9027
rclegion406@hotmail.com
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Mother/daughter team Claudia and 
Stefi Van Wijk recently announced 
that Madawaska Kanu Centre is 
open for the season. This year there 
are some changes because of CO-
VID-19 but whether you want a raft-
ing experience or expert paddling 
instruction, you’ll find it at MKC.
As soon as the province gave the 
green light, MKC began the season 
with certification courses for indus-
try professionals. Also open is the 
Riverside Café serving Madawaska 
Coffee, homemade pastries and pa-
nini sandwiches - you can sit on the 
deck or walk to the rivers’ edge and 
catch a glimpse of a kayak or canoe-
ist paddle by while sipping your fa-
vourite beverage.

Raft Trips
Two-hour raft trips on the Madawas-
ka from July 6th cater only to “social 
bubbles.” A private group of at least 
four can have their own raft, steered 
by the skilled guide two metres away 
at the stern and/or wearing a mask. 
MKC offers just two trips a day to ac-
commodate the additional cleaning 
and disinfecting protocols between 
trips.

Whitewater learning
Regular week-long paddling cours-
es start July 13th and run Monday to 

Friday each week, for all skill levels 
in both whitewater kayak and ca-
noe. 

Referring to the period of lockdown, 
both women said they were opti-
mistic all along about opening some 
form of whitewater recreation on the 
Madawaska this season. Stefi added, 
“But, this was not the year to be the 
leader.  Instead, we have watched, 
listened and analyzed what others 
around the world were doing to fol-
low COVID protocols.” 

During the long wait this spring, the 
MKC team was not idle. Instead in 
true paddler spirit they ran an on-
line #CouchSurfing contest with 
MKC Gift Certificates as prizes for 
the most creative, fun photos of 
paddlers. Entries ranged from bath-
tubs to hot tubs to garden slides to 
pickup trucks … you get the idea. 

Stefi said, “We want to thank EV-
ERYONE that participated. We had 
the most fun ever with this one.”

Friday night dinners
As in previous years, MKC is open-
ing its facilities once a week for peo-
ple to enjoy locally-sourced food. 
Starting Friday July 17 at 6:30 p.m., 
MKC offers a three-course set menu 
with vegetarian and gluten free op-
tions, BYOB. Call 613.756.3620 by 
6 p.m. on Thursday to book for the 
following day. This season, diners 
will be seated in a peaceful outdoor 
setting where they can observe ap-
propriate physical distancing, so the 
meal will be cancelled if it rains.

 “This summer sends me back to 
1970 when we first began – only 
running rafting and paddling 
courses in July and August, during 
the week when the river flowed,” 
recalled Claudia. “I was just ten 
years old, when my parents came 
up with this amazing idea of choos-
ing the Madawaska Valley which in 
turn has turned into a whitewater 
mecca.  As weekends were our free 
time, I remember exploring the area 
from hiking to paddling to jumping 
off bridges and making new local 
friends. Fifty years later, it’s our time 
to invite the local community to ex-
plore their own back yard, and we 
hope it will include dropping in on 
River Road.”

Paddling through the pandemic

Photo: MKC

Photo: MKC



4    |    MADAWASKA VALLEY CURRENT WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2020    |    5

www.madvalleycurrent.com

OPP 
HALIBURTON HIGHLANDS

The OPP Haliburton Highlands 
Detachment recently reported on 
the activities of a car-loving bear. 
On Tuesday June 23 members of 
the detachment were called to 
investigate car entries in the area of 
Kennaway Road and Dudley Road 
in Haliburton. Their report of the 
investigation states that it “revealed 
a bear with an interesting talent 
of opening unlocked car doors.” 
Officers spoke with residents in the 
area and the bear had opened more 
than ten vehicles over the previous 
nights. Police are requesting that 
residents keep car doors locked 
and make certain there is nothing 
inside their vehicles that would be 
food for a hungry bear. Many of the 
vehicles entered by the bear were 
significantly damaged.

The OPP and MNRF would like to 
remind residents that black bears 
live in most parts of Ontario. Most 
human-bear encounters occur 
when bears are attracted by smells, 
so removing potential attractants 
will help avoid unwanted visitors. 
Knowing what to do if you come 
across a bear, as not every bear 
sighting is an emergency situation 
– and keeping your property free 
of bear attractants – is being Bear 
Wise.

THE CURRENT 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

From July 3 you will once again be 
able to buy a $5 Catch The Ace ticket 
in the St. Francis Valley Healthcare 
Foundation’s fundraising lottery. 
If you had a ticket for the Week 24 
draw that was cancelled last March 
due to COVID-19, your ticket will be 
entered in the draw on Thursday, 

In a well-attended and lengthy 
online meeting on July 7, Mada-
waska Valley Council unanimously 
rejected a re-zoning application 
from the Bent Anchor. The own-
ers had applied for a site specific 
amendments to add a retail store on 
the premises which would sell can-
nabis products. Council refused on 
the basis of issues about the access 
road which crosses residential land, 
and neighbours’ concerns about in-

creased traffic and parking.
At the same meeting MV Coun-

cil unanimously approved the ap-
plication by Combermere Lodge 
Ltd. for a site-specific zoning by-
law amendment for the Chippawa 
Shores Subdivision to permit a 44-
lot condominium development, 
over the objections of Friends of 
Madawaska River Watershed who 
had asked for further environmental 
studies before MV made a decision.  

July 9. You can watch the Thursday 
draws at 4:30 LIVE on the St. Fran-
cis Valley Healthcare Foundation 
Facebook page and posted online 
at  www.sfvhfoundation.com  If you 
Catch the Ace of Spades, you can 
win the progressive jackpot – at July 
9, an estimated $59,395! 

Tickets available for $5 (cash) at: 
Charlie D’s, Barry’s Bay Esso, Lor-
raine’s Pharmasave, Barry’s Bay 
Shell, AJ’s Convenience, Killaloe 
Hardware, CO Country Market, 
Round Lake Centre Food Market, 
Wilno Building Supply, The Cottage 
Cup, Eganville Shell & Conway’s 
Pharmacy. Proceeds benefit the re-
development project of Valley Man-
or Long Term Care.

• If your personal safety is at risk, 
call 911 or your local police

• If you have a problem with a bear, 
call the Bear Wise line toll-free at 
1-866-514-2327 for advice on how 
to avoid human-bear encounters 
during bear season (April 1 to 
November 30).

• Make sure you and members of 
your household follow Bear Wise 
advice to avoid encounters with 
bears
MNRF staff work closely with 

OPP warns of bears entering unlocked cars

Catch The Ace returns

MV zoning: Bent Anchor NO, 
Chippawa condos YES

OPP officers by supporting them 
with training on problem wildlife 
situations.

Persons spotting bears in the 
community and wanting to make 
a report and get advice on dealing 
with bears in the community are 
asked to call the toll-free Bear Wise 
Reporting line at 1-866-514-2327 
(TTY 705-945-7641) More informa-
tion is available at ontario.ca/bear-
wise

Caption: Black bear opens car door  
PHOTO: YOUTUBE



6    |    MADAWASKA VALLEY CURRENT 

www.madvalleycurrent.com

ROBERT HOWE 
BARRY’S BAY

OPINION
Renfrew County mayors were 

united in their anger at the County 
Council meeting on May 27. The 
reason was the contents of Ontario’s 
amendment to the County’s Official 
Plan (OP). After a lengthy review 
process including much public con-
sultation, the County had submitted 
its proposals to the Province. Its re-
sponse proposed numerous modifi-
cations, many of which were robust-
ly resisted by the County, but to no 
avail and as of March 26, 2020, the 
new Official Plan with those modifi-
cations came into effect.

PERMITTED POPULATION GROWTH
As highlighted by the mayors, the 

new OP will significantly stifle de-
velopment in the County, particu-
larly in western Renfrew County. It 
will remain in effect until 2036, and 
is based on a projected population 
increase from 2011 (the base year 
adopted) to 2040 (twenty years from 
approval) of only about 21,000 per-
sons. It allocates only 1.6 percent of 
this growth to the combined area of 
the Townships of Madawaska Val-
ley, Killaloe Hagarty and Richards, 
and Brudenell, Lyndoch and Rag-
lan, which works out to an increase 
of only 3,314 people over the next 20 
years.

In contrast, 27.6 percent of the 
projected growth has been allocat-
ed to the Town of Petawawa where, 
experience shows, a change in gov-
ernment or defence spending can 
dramatically impact its population, 
in either direction.

Therefore, just when Madawaska 
Valley and its neighbours are be-
coming increasingly attractive as an 
area for a retirement home, recre-
ational retreat or base for water-re-
lated activities, including commer-
cial uses, the OP is likely to frustrate 
or at least discourage potentially de-
sirable development.

In the 1980s, there was little new 
development in these municipali-

say, a son or daughter. More recently 
you could submit a General Inquiry 
(free) to County planning staff who 
would review the proposal for com-
pliance with planning documents. 
Under the amended Plan, “pre-con-
sultation” becomes mandatory and 
you are likely to be required to sub-
mit with the Consent Application 
one or more of 25 different studies 
(listed in Section 17.17(2) of the 
amended Plan), such as a “tree pres-
ervation plan,” “vibration study” or 
a “visual impact assessment,” and 
you might be required to drill a well 
on the proposed lot to demonstrate 
that a supply of potable water is 
available and/or to provide a plan 
for sewage disposal.

ANTI-DEVELOPMENT POLICIES
The County is pleased that the ba-

sic land division policies of the pre-
vious Plan have been preserved in 
the Amended Plan, but a closer look 
reveals not only the requirement 
for pre-consultation and (probably) 
studies, but also policies which are 
likely to rule out specific develop-
ment proposals. Your land may lie 
within, or too close to, what the Plan 
has identified as a mineral aggregate 
deposit, a cultural or archaeological 
resource, an “at capacity” lake, habi-
tat of an endangered or threatened 
species, an area of natural and sci-
entific interest, significant wood-
lands, or a “hazard,” such as a flood-

ties because the cost of creating 
lots could not be recovered from 
the prices the lots would bring once 
they had been approved. That has 
changed dramatically in the last ten 
or so years, but the Plan may plunge 
us back into the 1980s.

LEGAL EFFECT
Despite their resistance, now that 

the OP is approved and in effect, the 
County Planning Department must 
enforce adherence to its provisions 
when considering applications for 
approval of plans of subdivision and 
severances (controlled by County) 
and in reviewing proposed amend-
ments to the zoning by-laws of local 
municipalities.

Municipal zoning by-laws ulti-
mately control development in a 
particular municipality, and con-
tain provisions enabling munici-
palities to enforce non-compliance, 
and even lay charges and impose 
fines. The Act (Section 27) requires 
municipalities to amend Zoning 
By-laws to conform to the Amend-
ed Official Plan, and if any munici-
pality fails to do so within one year 
from the date the Plan comes into 
effect, the County has the authority 
to amend that municipality’s zoning 
by-law.

Not long ago, you could apply to 
the County Land Division Commit-
tee (and pay, $1,100 fee) to request a 
severance consent to create a lot for, 

Land use planning for (no) development

Barry’s Bay lawyer Robert Howe analyzes the implications of the County’s new Official 
Plan for Madawaska Valley landowners.
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plain, unstable slope, karst (look it 
up), wildland fire or a human-made 
hazard such as a propane transfer 
facility, septage spreading location, 
aggregate pit or quarry, waste man-
agement site, etc. At best, you will 
need to engage one or more consul-
tants to prepare a report, hopefully 
demonstrating that the develop-
ment proposal will not adversely af-
fect the particular feature or features 
identified.

Adding up the potential costs, 
you may decide that you cannot af-
ford to make that gift of a lot to a son 
or daughter, after all. And they are 
probably in no better financial posi-
tion to pick up the costs.

It is exponentially more challeng-
ing in terms of costs and risk of non-
approval to develop multiple resi-
dential lots by plan of subdivision or 
do commercial development.

FINANCIAL IMPACT
If the amended Plan renders it 

nearly impossible to create new res-
idential lots, the question is how the 
County and local municipalities will 
get along without the investment 
and resultant economic growth that 
would have been injected by those 
urban dwellers looking for an alter-
native to their high-rise apartment 
or condominium in the city who 
may not be able to find what they are 
seeking in the County, at any price.

The natural heritage features in 
the OP, including wetlands, envi-
ronmental protection areas, “at ca-
pacity” lakes, significant woodlands 
and deer wintering areas, collective-
ly cover virtually all of the Township 
of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan, 
and large areas of both Killaloe, 
Hagarty and Richards, and Mada-
waska Valley Townships.

The Plan puts protection of these 
features and wildlife ahead of the 
interests of the human beings now 
residing in or contemplating set-
tling in the County who, if they wish 
to undertake development, will be 
permitted to do so only if they can 
demonstrate no significant adverse 
impacts upon these features and 
creatures.

Therefore, most development 
applications will require an expen-
sive, professionally-prepared En-

vironmental Impact Study (EIS) to 
assess and report the impacts of a 
proposed development, furnish an 
opinion as to whether the net im-
pacts of the development are nega-
tive and whether it is consistent with 
the Provincial Policy Statement and 
the policies in the Plan.

The County is entitled to have 
an EIS or any of the other studies 
it requires “peer-reviewed,” which 
means that the County hires — but 
the applicant pays — a second con-
sultant in the same field to review 
the report that the applicant for de-
velopment has already provided.

Doubtless going forward anyone 

contemplating any type of develop-
ment, even the creation of single lot, 
will need professional assistance 
from a range of “experts” in various 
disciplines, and quite possibly will 
need to engage a professional plan-
ner or possibly a lawyer to prepare 
and oversee the processing of devel-
opment applications.

This is the “new normal” for land 
development in Renfrew County, 
whether those of us who are not pro-
fessional consultants like it or not.
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GIL GLOFCHESKIE 
BARRY’S BAY

Spring and summer are beauti-
ful times of year and 2011 seemed 
especially lovely. I don’t remember 
if there were the usual hordes of 
black-flies or an onslaught of sharp 
nosed mosquitoes, it just seemed 
to me to be absolutely perfect. The 
year felt different, expectant some-
how. The fishing was excellent both 
spring and summer; life at the lake 
was enjoyable.

One sunny day in early Septem-
ber, as I surveyed the trees around 
our property I got that funny feel-
ing that I was being watched. To my 
right I saw a woodpecker in the dis-
tance but as I looked left, I thought I 
caught a glimpse of black. Was it just 
my imagination or nature playing 
tricks with my vision? I hadn’t heard 
a sound.

Still uncertain, I crossed a well-
used animal trail and followed it 
for some distance. I felt there was 
something unusual but couldn’t 
figure out what it was. Two hours 
later I returned with a little corn and 
a trail camera. I had a hunch that 
something else was using the trail 
and wanted to find out exactly what 
or who it was. Maybe someone had 
been trespassing I thought as I hid 
the camera and left.

After two days I returned to check 
the camera footage. It’s always ex-

citing to review the pictures … and 
this time there were lots! A doe with 
two fawns, another doe with a fawn, 
a young buck, and then, best of all, 
a Mamma bear with four cubs. Wow 
that was fantastic, I was very excited 
with three pics of the bear family. 
Aha, mystery solved!

This was the beginning of an un-
expected relationship: over the 
next few weeks I was on high alert 
and caught a few brief sightings of 
the family. I noticed that one cub 
seemed to lag behind the other 
three and would wander farther 

from Mamma than the others — 
curious or maybe just following his 
nose. One time he didn’t return to 
Mamma when she beckoned so she 
went after him and gave him a swat. 
It brought back memories: it was 
just like what I occasionally got if I 
wandered or didn’t listen to my par-
ents. Then just like that they were 
gone. The family disappeared, like 
the black ghosts of the woods that 
bears are.

October came and I turned my at-
tention to bow hunting. Moose sea-
son is always an exciting time with 
plenty of adventure. I often thought 
of the bear family and wondered 
how they were doing. The moose 
hunt was near the cottage so one 
day I came home for lunch and fresh 
boots.

I had time so I decided to do up 
my dishes. (Yup, I do dishes!) I was 
washing dishes, gazing out the win-
dow and there to my surprise was a 
bear cub -- only the one. I wondered 
where the other cubs were and most 
of all where was Mamma? The cub 
in my yard was nervous as he crept 
out from under a stand of cedar 
trees. He hesitated, looked around 
and took a whiff of the surround-
ing air. Suddenly he dashed out, 

The orphan

Bobby stands up to sniff apples.  PHOTO: GIL GLOFCHESKIE

Mamma and four cubs.  PHOTO: GIL GLOFCHESKIE
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jumped on an apple lying on the 
ground, picked it up in his mouth 
and stood tall on his hind legs. His 
front paws dropped back to earth 
then he quickly turned and disap-
peared under the cedars. I could see 
him eating the apple.

A day earlier I had tossed a few out 
into the side yard. The hunt that this 
little fellow was on made me chuck-
le. He resumed his apple hunt, each 
time repeating the stand-up antics 
as if saying, “Look at me, I am king 
of the woods.” I decided to name 
him Bobby as he reminded me of 
someone bobbing for apples. After 
the fifth apple he disappeared into 
the bush with his prize. At this point 
I forgot about the dishes, checked 
the time and placed more apples. I 
made seven piles of apples with only 
one sweet ‘local’ red apple under 
one pile. I placed the piles in a cir-
cle about 25 feet in diameter, set my 
trail camera and went back to join 
the moose gang. Returning home 
that evening I was disappointed to 
find no cub pics. Before heading out 
next morning, I checked the apple 
piles again but nothing had been 
disturbed. Two days later when I 
checked the camera, I found my ex-
periment, cub vs. apples, had suc-
ceeded.

The trail cam showed that the cub 
wandered into the circle of apple 
piles and sat down in the middle 
on his haunches. He faced a pile of 
apples, tested the air with his nose 
and then turned to face the next 
pile. He again lifted his nose in the 
air then turned to the third pile. He 
tested the air and was about to turn 
when he jumped up on the third pile 
and retrieved the red apple that I 
had hidden beneath the yellow ‘city’ 
apples. The cub loved the red ones 
which had come from my cousin 
Robert’s farm. These local red ap-
ples were his favourite and he only 
ate the yellow apples when he had 
no other choice.

Bobby the orphan showed up sev-
eral more times. I was concerned he 
would not be fat enough to survive 
the winter because cubs usually 
spend two winters with their mother 
before she forces them out on their 
own. I fed him additional corn and 

apples. Well, I suppose I didn’t actu-
ally “feed” him as he stole the food. 
Bobby stayed wild and ran to hide as 
soon as he encountered any human 
activity or even just a whiff of hu-
man scent. Eventually he wandered 
further away and established his 
own core area. I never saw the rest 
of the bear family again.

When the cold weather arrived I 
had not seen hide nor hair of Bobby 
the orphan. Later that fall we had a 
large black bear come through our 
yard. He was a bit mischievous; he 
would reach in and take things out 
of the back of my full size GMC 4×4 
truck. This bear would take my stuff 
down the old road and then tear the 
bags apart to investigate the con-
tents. We knew it was a good sized 
bear and finally I got a picture of 
him one night. Since Bobby had 
disappeared I wondered if this bear 
had possibly made a meal of the 
cub. Big males are predatory and a 
cub would be easy to catch.

Winter came and went, the snow 
was almost gone and by April the 
air was warming up. Sadly still no 
sign of the orphaned cub and I won-
dered if he had escaped the many 
perils of bush life. I set up a camera, 
picked up some apples and corn 
and put them out. As I was strap-
ping the camera to the tree I heard 
a noise in the cedar swamp. I stood 
perfectly still and listened as, cau-
tiously creeping in my direction, 
came a black ghost — a young bear. 
Bobby had survived the winter.

As he got closer to me I became 
nervous; cub or not, he was still a 
bear. I decided to let my presence 
be known. Softly I spoke, “Welcome 
back Bobby, glad to see you made 
it through the winter.” Well he took 
one look at me and quickly van-
ished. Was it something I said?

I finished placing the camera and 
went into the cottage. I told my wife 
I had seen Bobby, funny how re-
lieved I felt. We had a good laugh 
as I recounted the story, I was a bit 
indignant that he was afraid of me. 
My wife suggested I go look in the 
mirror, “My guess is he probably 
figured you were a big black bear.” I 
thought she was teasing me. Well, I 
was wearing a black hat, black jack-

et, dark blue jeans and sporting a 
beard. No wonder Bobby ran, he fig-
ured I was a big old bear and knew 
he could be in trouble.

It was the last time I saw Bobby 
the cub until he wandered into 
my yard a few years later. I wonder 
how many times our paths almost 
crossed during those few years. He 
probably watched me many times 
without my knowing.

The bear has always played a role 
in my life. As a kid the old timers told 
me many bear tales and I believed 
there was one behind every big tree. 
My imagination was my worst night-
mare, thankfully I outgrew those 
thoughts. It has taken years for me to 
understand what their appearance 
means to me. Bears have come to 
represent change; whether they ap-
pear in real life or in dreams, there 
will be a change. That has proven 
itself many times over. One thing 
is for sure, these Black Ghosts have 
kept my life interesting, exciting and 
I usually know a change is coming. 

This is the prequel to Glofcheskie’s 
A Bearable Morning (June 2020)

BARRY’S BAY

UPCOMING EVENTS
As soon as the province allows 
us to open our doors to larger 

groups, Bingo, Bid Euchre, Euchre, 
Six-hand Euchre and of course our 
Pancake Breakfasts will be back. 

PATIO IS OPEN
Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Saturdays from 2 pm to 6 pm
Fridays from 2 pm to 8 pm

We will also open on request 
for outdoor functions such 

as the Barry’s Bay Horseshoe 
League on Thursday evenings.

Your Legion needs your 
support to ensure we can 

continue to be an active and 
vital part of the community.

Watch for upcoming 
events in local media 
and on our FB page.
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Simple guide 
to physicial 
distancing in 
Ontario

Madawaska Valley Food Bank 
now at different location

YOUR SOURCE FOR LOCAL INFORMATION 
in the Madawaska Valley and area

To list your event, business or organization  
email info@algonquineast.com.

Most listings are free.

Family Dining • Historic Polish Pub

SAFELY SERVING 
TAKE-OUT TREATS

wilnotavern.com
613-756-2029

Terry Newcombe MV Food Bank volunteer 
at 8 Martin St., Barry’s Bay

THE CURRENT 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

Many Ontarians were relieved to 
learn that the Province is gradually 
easing the COVID-19 restrictions. 
But a lot of people are confused by 
the new rules. Here’s a simple ex-
planation published by the Ontario 
Ministry of Health (MOH).

CEREMONIES: WEDDINGS AND 
FUNERALS

At both indoor and outdoor cer-
emonies, physical distancing is 
required from anyone not in your 
household or your established 
10-person social circle. 

Indoor and outdoor wedding and 
funeral receptions are limited to ten 
people.

Stay safe as you celebrate those 
important occasions.

SOCIAL CIRCLE VS. SOCIAL 
GATHERING

Social circles are different from 
social gatherings of 5 to 10 people. 
Note that you may only belong to 
one circle. 

Social gatherings must still physi-
cally distance from others (2 metres 
apart).

DANIELLE PAUL 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

As of July 2020, the Madawaska 
Valley Food Bank is serving clients 
out of 8 Martin Street, Barry’s Bay. 
Yes, that is a return to the previous 
location the Food Bank left in 2018, 
but Food Bank services are unaf-
fected by the change, other than the 

location. 
MV Food Bank is open on the sec-

ond and fourth Tuesday of every 
month, 9:30-11:30 a.m., providing 
temporary food relief to individuals 
and families located in Barry’s Bay, 
Wilno, Combermere, Palmer Rap-
ids, Madawaska, and Whitney areas. 
The area is defined by the 756, 758 & 
637 phone exchanges.

For the duration of the pandemic, 
the Food Bank serves clients us-
ing a ‘drive-through’ model. Clients 
should line up their cars on the op-
posite side of Martin Street from the 
garage when they arrive, facing Hwy 
60/Opeongo Line. As usual, volun-
teers will direct you as you arrive. 
Please do not attempt to park in the 
driveway.

MV Food Bank thanks Eve’s Es-
cape Spa, the owner of the garage, 
and all those who helped with the 
move, including the Home Hard-
ware Building Centre, the MV Lions, 
and the amazing Food Bank volun-
teers. 
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DOREEN YAKABUSKI 
MADAWASKAA VALLEY

Whether warm and sunny or cool 
and rainy, all summer days are per-
fect for reading.  Here are some sug-
gestions for books to take to your 
favourite reading spot.  

 A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor 
Towles is a perfect read for our times 
when terms like ‘social distancing’ 
and ‘self-isolation’ are part of every-
one’s vocabulary. Given a life sen-
tence of house arrest, Count Alexan-
der Rostov makes his whole world 
out of Moscow’s Metropol Hotel for 
32 years. At the end, you’ll wish you 
could meet this gentleman.

I recommend How a Woman Be-
comes a Lake by Marjorie Celona, 
an American-Canadian writer who 
appropriately sets a mystery “in a 
small fishing town a stone’s throw 
from Canada.”  Leo Lucchi takes his 
sons for a walk in the woods where, 
shortly after calling the police about 
finding a young boy, Vera Gusev 
goes missing.  

Readers who prefer romances 
might consider Broken Man on a 
Halifax Pier by Lesley Choyce.  This 
is a love story about two middle-
aged people, each of whom comes 
with baggage.  Though not entirely 
light-hearted, there is humour.   

If you like historical fiction, Days 
without End by Sebastian Barry 
is an action-packed story about 
friendship and love as Thomas Mc-
Nulty, an Irishman fleeing famine, 
immigrates to the U.S. and meets 
John Cole.  The two become saloon 
entertainers before fighting in the 
Indian Wars and the Civil War, and 
adopting a Sioux orphan who is the 
focus of a recently-released sequel, 
A Thousand Moons.

If family sagas appeal to you, you 
can’t go wrong with The Dutch 
House by Ann Patchett.  A brother 
and sister are thrown into poverty 
when their evil stepmother evicts 
them from the grandiose mansion 
of their childhoods. Their bond 
saves them but impedes their mov-
ing forward.  Another family saga 
worth reading is The Seven or Eight 

Ten books for summer reading

A favourite summer reading spot in the 
author’s backyard.  Photo Submitted

Deaths of Stella Fortuna by Juliet 
Grames.  

Those who like books with the-
matic depth should try Disappear-
ing Earth by Julia Phillips.  In 12 
interconnected stories, we learn 
about missing young girls on Rus-
sia’s remote Kamchatka Peninsula. 
It brings to mind the plight of Can-
ada’s missing and murdered Indig-
enous women. Based on document-
ed occurrences in a real Florida 
reform school, The Nickel Boys by 
Colson Whitehead is a timely read 
addressing the mistreatment blacks 
receive from police and the criminal 
justice system. 

One final recommendation is 
Love by Roddy Doyle, newly-re-
leased. A challenging read because 
of meandering dialogue with un-
conventional formatting, it’s full of 
humour and (some rather drunken) 
meditations on love.  

Whether in the backyard, at the 
cottage, on the beach, or in a boat in 
the middle of a lake, may you have 
many hours of enjoyable reading.  

Abridged for print.  Complete re-
views of all these books can be found 
on my blog:  https://schatjesshelves.
blogspot.com/

Range of quality 
homeware and 
gift items for 

adults and children.

19492A Opeongo Line, 
Barry's Bay  ON K0J 1B0   

 613-756-1832

Monday to Saturday 
11am to 4pm;

 Sunday 12 to 4pm.

This vital health-care service is pro-
vided to you by Ontario Health

1-844-727-6404
w w w. rc v t a c . c a

24  7

FAMILY
PHYSICIAN

NURSE
PRACTITIONER

COMMUNITY
PARAMEDIC

Have a health concern?

No access to a doctor or nurse  practitioner?

We have a health care team to assist you 

Call                                      or visit our website

Call 613.639.1524 
or email madvalleycurrent@gmail.com

Let The Current help grow your business.

THIS CAN BE

YOUR AD
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BOB CORRIGAN 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

If you’re feeling too hot this sum-
mer, take a leaf from Tony Yantha’s 
book and think “Ice” -- no, not the 
ice his Barry’s Bay Dairy delivers 
throughout the Ottawa Valley – he 
means ice for hockey.  Yantha pro-
vides this team photo of the 1980-
81 Barry’s Bay Gentlemen Hockey 
Team.

Valley Heritage: Barry’s Bay Gentlemen Hockey

Barry’s Bay Gentlemen Hockey 1980-81. PHOTO TONY YANTHA.

A different Canada Day in the Madawaska Valley
THE CURRENT 
BARRY’S BAY

July 1, 2020 was a glorious sum-
mer’s day and people in the Valley 
took advantage of it. But celebra-
tions were a little different this year 
due to COVID-19.

Instead of the traditional cake 
cutting, Madawaska Valley Town-
ship held a virtual video flag raising 
on Facebook Live. The Legion held 
a family-friendly barbecue with ap-
propriate physical distancing.

MV Council and staff raise flags at 
Zurakowski Park (Photo MV Facebook)

Legion members Mike Poliquin and Tom 
Bryce handled the cooking. 

Shown from left: 
Back row: Conrad Cybulskie, Tom Sayyea, Jerry Murray, Jack Madigan, Don-
ald Kosnaski, Bob Corrigan, Brian Norlock;
Front row: Dennis Corrigan, John Vitkuskie, Peter Glofcheskie, Dan Dugan, 
Tony Yantha, Tom Wilson, Brian Lundy.
Perhaps some of the gentlemen on the team can recall a few highlights of the 
1980-81 season.

NOTE: If you have a picture or story for us, please submit it to Bob Cor-
rigan c/o The Current at PO Box 1097, Barry’s Bay K0J 1B0 (originals will be 
returned)


