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Greg McLeod, Chief Operating Officer at 
St. Francis Memorial Hospital, provided 
this statement on June 2:

The Barry’s Bay Vaccination Clinic has 
been proud to serve the community 
in our fight against Covid. Today we 
have achieved a milestone for the com-
munity. Marlene Hudder received the 
5,000th vaccination provided at the 
Barry’s Bay clinic today. The clinic has 
been in operation since the beginning 
of March and has evolved to be able to 
serve up to 400 vaccinations in a day.

The clinic is provided through a part-
nership of the Renfrew County Pub-
lic Health Unit, St. Francis Memorial 
Hospital, the Madawaska Valley Family 
Health Team and the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Branch 406. 

McLeod said, “The vaccination clinic 
staff have truly exemplified commit-
ment to the community by providing ex-
emplary service. Some of the staff have 
returned to the workforce specifically 
to help this important endeavour. Our 
community’s response has shown how 
essential the local vaccination program 
is. The optimism at the clinic is felt by ev-
eryone. The staff are extremely proud to 
help in the efforts to return to normal.” 

INSIDE…
Residential school victims honoured p.4
Integrity in short supply p.6
Aerial views of Barry’s Bay p.12

Barry’s Bay Vaccination Clinic reaches 5000 milestone

From left are Susan Farrar (MV FHT), Joanne Plebon (SFMH RN), Marlene Hudder 
(5,000th vaccination), Val Redmond (SFMH RN) and Greg McLeod (SFMH COO).

Marlene Hudder receives vaccination #5000 from Sarah Lynn Parker (SFMH RN).

As of June 2, Renfrew County & 
District confirmed that 59.2 percent 
of RCD adults aged 18+ have received 
at least one dose. RCD recommends 
booking your first dose vaccination 
online at www.rcdhu.com but if you 
are unable to register online, please 
call RCDHU at 613-735-9713 or 
1-800-267-1097 ext.22. Please leave 
only ONE message with your name 
and phone number. 

RCD requests patience as they will 
contact you about your second dose.
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Madawaska Valley
PUBLIC LIBR AR Y

Follow us on 
Facebook

PICKUP TIMES:
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 10 am–12 pm 
and 1 pm–5 pm 
(closed Monday)
Thursday from 1 pm–4 pm 
and 5 pm–8 pm
Saturday from 10 am–3 pm

The Library catalogue is online at 
www.madawaskavalleylibrary.ca
Also available: e-books, audiobooks, online 
magazines, Kanopy streaming service.
Place a hold on an item from this site 
by logging into your account or by 
phone or email. You will be contacted 
when your order is ready for pickup.

BARRY’S BAY

AT THE LEGION
Your Legion now hosts the Barry’s Bay 
Farmers’ Market every Friday 11–4 in 
the parking lot. COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics are being held indoors. When 

we are allowed to reopen, our monthly 
Pancake Breakfasts will return. 

CONTACTS 
Behind the scenes, your Legion 

actively assists local vets.
Veterans’ Service Officer: 
Dave Eagles 613-756-6356

Inquiries/President: 
Heather Poliquin 613-756-9027

Property Manager/1st Vice President: 
Kevin Chapeskie 613-756-2347

Watch for upcoming events in 
local media and on our FB page

Art keeps popping up in the Valley

ov-caos.org or send your 4×6 inch art-
work through the postal system before 
August 2 to Box 101, Killaloe, K0J 2A0. 

If last month’s stay-at-home or-
der prevented you from visiting Fifth 
Chute Coffee in Eganville, you can still 
enjoy the work of Ottawa Valley artists 
in the Welcome To My World exhibi-
tion online at the artists’ virtual galler-
ies at ov-caos.org The exhibition will 
move to Arnprior & District Museum 
when Covid rules allow. For more de-
tails visit www.ov-caos.org or email 
Anya Gansterer anya@ov-caos.org

THE CURRENT 
RENFREW COUNTY

TREE STORY
Ottawa Valley creative people of all 
ages have until July 5 to submit pro-
posals for inclusion in a multi-media 
exhibition this fall. The poster states, 
artists are asked if humans had the 
capacity to communicate with trees, 
what stories would they share with us? 
Through a variety of media, Tree Story 
looks at human relationships with the 
trees that we live with here in the Otta-
wa Valley and explores the stories they 
might tell us.

WISH YOU WERE HERE
Ottawa Valley Community Arts invites 
everyone to participate in a postal art 
exhibition called Wish You Were Here. 
Postal art describes an art movement 
based on sending small scale art works 
through the postal system. Participants 
are invited to create an art work re-
sponding to this statement: Wish You 
Were Here. Your art work must come 
through the postal system, stamped by 
the post office. To enter the exhibition 
just download a postcard template from 

OPP: stay safe on your bike
respect all road users by making safety 
a top priority, especially as we see an in-
crease in cyclists on our roadways.

VEHICLE DRIVERS
• Maintain at minimum a one metre 

distance when passing a cyclist.
• Watch for passing cyclists when 

opening door into traffic.
• Slow down when overtaking a cyclist 

on a road.

CYCLISTS
• Check for vehicles and cyclists with 

the right-of-way before entering the 
intersection.

• Keep your place in the line of traffic 
when approaching an intersection.

• Ride in a single file and to the right 
side of the road to help vehicles 
make a safe pass.

• Stop at stop signs when approaching 
an intersection and yield the right-
of-way to traffic.

SUBMITTED 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) re-
cently issued the following advice for 
residents. June is Bike Month and the 
OPP uses the opportunity to highlight 
safety messaging and remind all driv-
ers of the laws related to cycling under 
the Highway Traffic Act (HTA). The OPP 
reminds bicycle and vehicle drivers to 
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Call a Kelly broker today!
BARRY’S BAY: 613-756-0066
EGANVILLE: 613-628-2617

www.gregkelly.ca

County residential sales continue 
to shatter records as average 
house price rockets to $408,287

SUBMITTED 
RENFREW COUNTY

Last month Renfrew County Real Estate 
Board released April’s sales figures. The 
average price of homes sold in April 2021 
was $408,287, a substantial increase of 
37.3 percent from April 2020. The more 
comprehensive year-to-date average 
price was $390,549, a jump of 37.5 per-
cent from the first four months of 2020.

The dollar value of all home sales 
in April 2021 was $142.9 million, more 
than double the levels from a year earli-
er, rocketing up 405.8 percent from the 
same month in 2020. This was a new 
record for the month of April and was 
also the largest dollar value of homes 
sold for any month in history.

Volume was up as well. The number 
of homes sold through the MLS® Sys-
tem of the Renfrew County Real Estate 
Board totaled 350 units — more than 
double the levels from a year earlier, 
surging 268.4 percent from April 2020 
when sales were at their lowest for the 
month in over two decades. This was 
also a new sales record for the month of 
April and was the highest level for any 
month in history.

Home sales were 79.5 percent 
above the five-year average and 90.9 

percent above the 10-year average for 
the month of April. On a year-to-date 
basis, home sales totaled a record 888 
units over the first four months of the 
year. This was more than double the 
levels from a year earlier, increasing 
108.5 percent from the same period 
in 2020.

The number of new listings more 
than doubled the levels from a year 
earlier, surging 181.6 percent from the 
lows in April 2020. There were 397 new 
residential listings in April 2021. New 
listings were 16.4 percent above the 
five-year average and 0.6 percent be-
low the 10-year average for the month 
of April.

Active residential listings numbered 
260 units on the market at the end of 
April, down sharply by 47.8 percent 
from the end of April 2020. Active 
listings haven’t been this low in the 
month of April in more than 15 years. 
Months of inventory numbered 0.7 at 
the end of April 2021, down from the 
5.2 months recorded at the end of April 
2020 and below the long-run average 
of 5.8 months for this time of year. The 
number of months of inventory is the 
number of months it would take to sell 
current inventories at the current rate 
of sales activity.

BAYBERRY
DESIGN

BAYBERRYDESIGN.CA

ARTWORK SCANNING
WATERCOLOUR & CANVAS GICLÉE

ART CARDS, PRINTS & POSTERS
 

AND REPRODUCTIONS

19492A  
OPEONGO LINE
BARRY’S BAY
613-756-1832
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Valley residents, some wearing orange 
as a symbol of reconciliation, gathered 
across the Valley on the evening of May 
31 to commemorate the remains of 
the 215 children found in a mass grave 
at Kamloops Residential School. The 
socially-distanced mourners brought 
children’s shoes and toys to highlight 
the grim discovery that some of the 
children were as young as three years. 

Pembroke: An estimated 60 people, 
including many children, met at the 
Pembroke Catholic cathedral to wit-
ness a memorial ceremony conducted 
by local Indigenous people, some of 
them descendants of residential school 
survivors. One posted on social media, 
“I sang the Lukahadi crying song and 
then the Algonquins closed with a trav-
el song. This was so healing for us all!”

Eganville: About 40 people gathered 
at St. James the Less Catholic church in 
Eganville. Quite a few of them placed 
shoes on the steps before standing in 
silent commemoration to show soli-
darity with the ceremony being held by 
the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First 
Nation. Barry’s Bay resident Mark Wo-
ermke said, “We didn’t have shoes to 
place, but we heard from our Catholic 
friends in Eganville that this was hap-
pening. We wanted to support them in 
this gesture to encourage their church 
and other churches and governments 
to apologize and make reparations for 
the injustices committed through the 
residential school system.”

Barry’s Bay: Later that evening at-
tendees of the Pembroke ceremony 
stopped at St. Hedwig’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Barry’s Bay where a few 
pairs of shoes had been placed in com-
memoration.

Also in Barry’s Bay, staff at the Mada-
waska Valley Public Library are helping 
library patrons understand about recon-
ciliation and the legacy of the residential 
school system. They have printed out 
several copies of a reliably sourced infor-
mation booklet created by the On Cana-
da Project about this tragic discovery, and 
also have books on residential schools, 
reconciliation and Indigenous commu-
nities on display available for check out.

Pikwàkanagàn: Chief Wendy Jocko 
thanked attendees at Pikwàkanagàn 
for their presence “to honour the 
memory of the Kamloops Indian Resi-
dential School children and to support 
friends, family and relatives of the dis-
appeared.” 

After a sombre moment of silence, 
she continued, “The Algonquins of Pik-
wàkanagàn First Nation stand in soli-
darity and in ceremony with first na-
tions across Turtle Island. Residential 
schools and the damage they cause still 
form an open wound. As we peel away 
the layers of lies and myths surrounding 
the treatment of Indigenous peoples in 
this county, few horrors seem impossi-
ble. The loss of life from abuse, neglect, 
mistreatment is hard to grasp. It is hard 
to imagine anything more devastating. 
Mine, yours, ours, children have died. 
Their lives have been taken from them 
in an act of violence, of genocide. Our 

hearts break for what our children have 
endured. We think of their relatives 
and their descendants that would have 
been. This has compounded an inter-
generational loss felt throughout Turtle 
Island and the world.”

Jocko reminded those present of a 
loss close to home, saying “We pray for 
our member 13-year-old Joey Com-
manda who ran away from the residen-
tial school and was tragically killed as 
he tried to make [it to] his home here in 
Pikwàkanagàn in 1968.”

Her final words were, “We will re-
member you.” The ceremony then 
continued as those present, dressed 
in orange, proceeded to remember 
the 215 children and more with drum-
ming, dance and song. Jocko’s ad-
dress and some of the memorial cer-
emony at the Pow Wow grounds can 
be viewed on YouTube/Algonquins of 
Pikwàkanagàn First Nation.

Residential school victims remembered in the Valley

Top left: St. Hedwig’s, Barry’s Bay. PHOTO: JENNY BAKLINSKI. Top right: Shoes and mourners at 
Pembroke. PHOTO: TIMOTHY J. BAKLINSKI. Above: Eganville. PHOTO: MARK WOERMKE.
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Noam Chomsky 
interviewed by Di Fiore

podcast, Blackballed with James Di 
Fiore, and the 92-year-old did not 
disappoint, sharing his thoughts on 
everything from American power to 
what he hopes his legacy will be once 
he’s gone.

I had two missions going in; let him 
do 80 percent of the talking, and don’t 
try to make him laugh. Chomsky is 
known for serious interviews, and has 
deadpanned more experienced jour-
nalists than me after some off the cuff 
attempt at some clever one-liner.

Ignoring my own good advice, I im-
provised a joke at my own expense, 
and after spending a millisecond dy-
ing inside, Chomsky actually smiled 
and laughed. I quickly pivoted so as to 
not push my luck, and what material-
ized was an interesting conversation. 
Chomsky may be 92, but his ability to 
recall information, deliver it concisely, 
and with such a confident conviction is 
second to none.

We covered geopolitics, the environ-
ment, whether or not the world is run 
by gangsters, and issues relating to sub-
jects like polarization, activism, milita-
rism, and the media.

If I ever had a Bucket List of inter-
viewees, Chomsky is the first name I’ve 
crossed off. I could not have asked for a 
better podcast launch. You can see the 
entire interview below. 

You can find the interview on You-
Tube, called Episode 1: BlackBalled w 
James DiFiore ft Noam Chomsky at www.
youtube.com/watch?v=slu8CaCmFpc

JAMES DI FIORE 
KILLALOE

Editor’s Note: Current writer James Di 
Fiore recently launched his new podcast 
Blackballed with James Di Fiore. Here 
he explains how Noam Chomsky came 
to be his first guest.

THE WORLD IS RUN BY GANGSTERS, 
AND MORE
Last year I emailed Noam Chomsky on 
a whim. I wanted to ask him if it felt 
strange to be stating publicly that he was 
voting for Joe Biden, given his lifetime of 
admonishing both parties as symptoms 
of a corrupted political landscape.

To my surprise he answered, tell-
ing me that four more years of Trump 
“would be a disaster,” and that if Biden 
won, “that’s when the real work would 
begin.”

Then I just took a shot in the dark, 
asking if he would grant me an inter-
view once the election was over. To my 
further surprise, he said yes.

For those who don’t know, Noam 
Chomsky is a linguistics professor at 
MIT, a prolific political activist, the au-
thor of dozens of books, and a world 
renowned public intellectual. He is also 
considered one of the most important 
voices of the last 100 years, depending 
on who you ask. Even his detractors 
understand that he is not a person you 
want to lock horns with.

On May 6, Chomsky was the guest 
on the launch episode of my new 

Barry’s Bay Farmers’ Market
Fridays 11:00 - 4:00
May 21 - October 8

At The Legion, 250John St.(Cty Rd 62)

LGBTQ? Pflag is for you.
You’re not alone.  

Pflag Canada offers peer 
support and friendship for 

LGBTQ2S+ youth, adults  
and family members.

Join a weekly Zoom meeting  
or call our support line.  

Pflag is family for all.
www.pflagrenfrewcounty.ca 

1-888-530-6777 ext. 572

Family Dining
Historic Polish Pub

17589 Hwy 60 • Wilno, ON
wilnotavern.com

613-756-2029

James Di Fiore (left) with guests Noam Chomsky. (PHOTO SUBMITTED)
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Editor’s note: James Di Fiore’s article re-
ferred to by Mr. Winfield is part of a con-
tinuing investigation that Di Fiore and 
Brudenell Lyndoch Raglan resident Mike 
McCloskey are conducting. Their inves-
tigation results from feedback received 
from Current readers in other munici-
palities expressing similar concerns as 
outlined by Winfield. The Current also 
understands, based on these contacts, 
that the provincial Ombudsman is in-
vestigating multiple complaints made 
about E4m. A further report will be pub-
lished in due course.

To the Editor:
I was interested, from my own recent ex-
perience, to read topical articles in The 
Current and also The North Bay Nugget 
of complaints being voiced at various 
Renfrew County and Northern Ontario 
municipal council meetings against Ex-
pertise for Municipalities (E4m) Integ-
rity Commissioner, Ms. Peggy Young-
Lovelace of Sudbury. Whatever can be 
going on to cause quite independent 
complaints against someone with the 
prestigious position of an integrity 
commissioner, from both councillors 
and ratepayers — all cases involving 
substantial costs to ratepayers?

My interest was further heightened 
upon reading Mr. Di Fiore’s May 16, 
2021 online report in The Current that 
the same Integrity Commissioner (IC) 
had commenced a Pembroke Superior 
Court Application for an Order under 
the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act 
(MCIA) to remove a Brudenell Lyndoch 
Raglan (BLR) Councillor from current 
and potentially future public office. Mr. 
Di Fiore reported that Paul Cassan of 
the Sault Ste. Marie law firm, Wishart 
Law, represented the IC and that the 
BLR councillor had undisputedly de-
clared a conflict of interest in advance, 
at the council meeting in question.

In my municipality that same IC 
had, in July 2019, recommended the 
Town of Laurentian Hills obtain a 
Pembroke Superior Court Application 
requesting a blanket exemption order 
for all members of council to discuss 
and vote on any unspecified matters 
involving a local private company. Act-

ing as the Town’s counsel was the same 
Mr. Cassan, presumably as a result of 
E4m’s advertised “unique affiliation 
with one of our business partners, 
Wishart Law.” Mr. Cassan informed the 
court that all members of council and 
Mayor had some form of (previously 
undeclared) conflict with the private 
company. The intent of the order was 
then to avoid all of council being found 
in breach of the MCIA.

The official transcript of the 2019 
hearing then sees Mr. Cassan taken 
to task by Justice James for seeking an 
MCIA blanket exemption order, with-
out having given public notice. This 
was despite the fact Justice James had 
specifically queried Mr. Cassan on pro-
cedures for bringing conflict issues to 
the public’s attention a few weeks be-
fore, in a similar conflict case for an-
other municipality, Head Clara Maria, 
he represented. In response Mr. Cassan 
informed Justice James that he did not 
know if notice of his own Application 
had been advertised in the community, 
but claimed that direction had been 
given by a council meeting Resolu-
tion to bring the Application to court. 
A subsequent Freedom of Information 
request of mine failed to reveal the ex-
istence of such a Resolution by council. 
Justice James refused Mr. Cassan’s blan-
ket exemption request in 2020. Costs 
billed to Laurentian Hills taxpayers for 
this legal exercise, recommended by 
E4m and argued by Mr. Cassan, were 
just short of $26,000.

The Current had previously reported 
(April 12, 2021) that a BLR Township 
ratepayer, Mike McCloskey, had accused 
E4m of making false statements, misus-
ing its authority to influence council 
and ultimately overcharging taxpayers 
as it conducted investigations without 
exercising due diligence. McCloskey 
summarized with: “This integrity com-
missioner doesn’t seem to be acting 
with integrity.” Quite independently, on 
April 12, 2021, I had also brought to Lau-
rentian Hills’ council attention, my own 
sorry experience, documented on the 
public record, as a client of E4m expert 
services, with the same four complaints 
against E4m. My overarching complaint 

Integrity in short supply, says reader
related to evidence-free false accusa-
tions made by Ms. Young-Lovelace that I 
had sworn a false affidavit, which state-
ment she included in a public report 
without consulting with me, the client, 
in any way to allow me the opportunity 
of responding to preserve my personal 
and professional reputation.

Regardless though of the technical or 
legal merits of these two cases, one won-
ders why ratepayers of Renfrew County 
seem to be locked into very expensively 
supporting the economic wellbeing of 
legal and municipal advisory ‘services’ 
being supplied by what appears to be a 
remote self-interested alliance? 
David J. Winfield
Point Alexander, Laurentian Hills

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Court asked to 
remove Councillor 
from office
As previously reported, Brudenell Lyn-
doch Raglan Township (BLR) com-
menced a Superior Court application 
under the Municipal Conflict of Inter-
est Act (MCIA) against Councillor An-
drea Budarick. The application was 
commenced by BLR’s Integrity Com-
missioner, Peggy Young-Lovelace of 
E4m, and asks the Court to order that 
Budarick be removed from office and be 
barred from sitting on Council during 
the 2022-2026 Council term. The hear-
ing took place remotely on May 11 be-
fore Justice Martin James. The Integrity 
Commissioner was represented by Paul 
Cassan of the Sault Ste. Marie law firm 
Wishart Law. Budarick was represented 
by Angela Chaisson and Marcus Mc-
Cann of the Toronto firm Millard & Co.

The conflict of interest allegation 
relates to a Council meeting on Sept.4 
2019 and concerns a BLR Fire Service 
invoice relating to Budarick’s son. It was 
not disputed that Budarick did declare 
conflicts of interest because she knew 
that there would be discussion about 
an invoice sent to her son. 

Justice James will release his decision 
at a later time. 
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formation for Valley residents at: madvalleycurrent.com

ROGER PAUL 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

So said Peter Menzies, a former CRTC 
Commissioner, summing up many crit-
ics’ feelings in a recent tweet. He could 
have added ‘as do Rogers and Telus’ 
who, together with Bell, corner about 
80 percent of the Canadian internet 
market which justifies describing them 
as an ‘oligopoly.’ He was responding to 
the decision by the CRTC announced 
on May 25 that it was giving back to the 
big three what it had taken away from 
them in a 2019 ruling.

The earlier ruling required them to 
reduce the charges which smaller inter-
net operators have to pay to the oligop-
oly to piggyback on their broadband 
networks. This had the effect of reduc-
ing the rates those players charge their 
retail customers. The CRTC justified the 
reduction in 2019 by saying that whole-
sale rates had been too high for years.

According to a study conducted by 
Picoli in December 2019, Canada was 
in the top five of the most expensive in-
ternet plans in the world. We were pay-
ing $0.62 USD per 1 Mbps, in contrast 
to Americans who were paying $0.50 
USD, Mexicans who were paying $0.35 

EDITORIAL

“In the end Bell always wins”
USD, and Finns who were paying $0.18 
USD. Canadian consumers who are 
forced to rely on cellular data through 
living in rural and remote communities 
are victimised by having to pay much 
higher charges to the oligopoly.

Andy Kaplan-Myrth, Vice-President 
of Regulatory Affairs at TekSavvy, one of 
the piggybackers, said, “Canada’s largest 
and most profitable telecom companies 
have successfully gamed a system with 
impunity.” He added, “The CRTC deci-
sion is a tombstone on the grave of tele-
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com competition in Canada” and pre-
dicted that smaller players will begin to 
exit the market. TekSavvy followed this 
up by announcing that it will not partici-
pate in this summer’s wireless auction 
and that it has petitioned the federal 
cabinet to reinstate the 2019 decision.

The extensive lobbying that the oli-
gopoly has engaged in over the past 
two years to restore the status quo has 
borne fruit for them, but not the Cana-
dian consumer. How many times have 
we seen this movie before?

Free legal advice for 
victims of sexual assault
John Yakabuski, MPP Renfrew-
Nipissing-Pembroke, advises 
that Ontario now provides up to 
four hours of free legal advice to 
victims of sexual assault, as part 
of Ontario’s 2021 Budget. Eligibil-
ity and how to apply is online at 
www.ontario.ca/page/indepen-
dent-legal-advice-sexual-assault-
victims  or call 1-855-226-3904.
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Balmoral Hotel

BOB CORRIGAN 
BARRY’S BAY

The group picture was taken in the of-
fice inside the Balmoral Hotel which 
was simply known as the Billings Hotel 
in the beginning. The original owner 
was John (or Josh) Billings (c1850– 
1925) whose wife was Mary Daly 
(c1861–1947). This picture was shared 
with me by the late Bernice Billings de-
cades ago, and her husband is in the 
picture, second from the right. 

Perhaps someone can hazard a guess 
as to when the picture was taken. Is the 
big chair that Stasia is sitting on still in 
the hotel? A drawing by F.J. Ritza depict-
ing a scene from the 1912 sinking of the 
local Mayflower is not in the photo-
graph. It had been featured in “Believe It 
or Not” showing how a dead man saved 
three. Three commercial travellers used 
the coffin to drift to a nearby island. 

When this article was published 
online in mid-May I asked, is that art-
work still on the wall in the Balmoral? 
A few days later I received a photo of 
my brother, Dennis, taken in the hotel 

on July 16, 2004 with Ritza’s painting 
clearly visible behind him. So it was 
there 17 years ago.

This might be a good time for peo-
ple to share some stories from the past 
about the hotel or the people featured 
in the photograph. Readers can sub-
mit the information to madvalleycur-
rent@gmail.com

HERITAGE PHOTO

Top from left: Gordon Wernham, Alice Wernham (Sidler), Stasia Dunnigan (Billings), 
Jackie Billings, John Dunnigan. Above: Dennis Corrigan in the Balmoral Hotel in front 
of Frank J. Ritza’s painting of the Mayflower shipwreck.

Note to our readers: If you are inter-
ested in having a picture and story fea-
tured in The Madawaska Valley Current, 
please submit the information to Bob 
Corrigan at madvalleycurrent@gmail.
com (subject Heritage Photos) or mail 
your photo to Bob c/o The Current at PO 
Box 1097, Barry’s Bay K0J 1B0 (originals 
will be returned).
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DANIELLE PAUL 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

BARRY’S BAY
Barry’s Bay Farmers Market opened for 
the 2021 season on May 21 at its new 
location: Royal Canadian Legion, 250 
John Street (Hwy 62 and Stafford Street). 
The Market will be held, rain or shine, 
every Friday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Market Chairman Jonathan de Groot 
told The Current the vendors were re-
ally happy to have had the 2020 season 
as a “warm-up” for this year. As usual 
they worked closely with the Renfrew 
County and District Health Unit, and 
like most Ontarians they have been oc-
casionally confused by what seem to 
be ever-changing requirements. For 
now, everyone (vendors and custom-
ers) must wear masks, even though 
the Farmers Market is held outdoors. 
But de Groot says he hopes that masks, 
along with some other restrictions, will 
be lifted before we are very far into the 
season. And so far this year vendors are 
restricted to selling only food items. 
Again, de Groot expects this will change.

On offer are home baking (donuts 
cooked on-site), organics, produce, 
plants, meat, honey, maple syrup, pick-
les, preserves, herb and spice mixes, 
and more. Thanks to recent regulatory 

changes, new this year is craft brewer 
Square Timber Brewing Company.

COMBERMERE 
Valley residents don’t have long to 
wait before the Combermere Farm-
ers Market opens. Market Manager 
Jamie Harron says their first day is 
Saturday June 12 and, like Barry’s Bay, 
the Combermere Market will run un-
til Thanksgiving. Saturdays 8 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. at the corner of Mill Street 
and Hwy.62 in Combermere.

KILLALOE
Killaloe Farmers’ Market plans to open 
Saturday June 26 at 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and will run until Thanksgiving at the 
Lions’ Ball Field, 1 Lions Lane, Kil-
laloe, featuring local fresh herbs, sea-
sonal fruit and veggies, pickles, pre-
serves and jams, baked goods, bedding 
plants, cut flowers, local maple syrup, 
local bees wax products, local art and 
crafts and much more.

FARM STAND
Although not a farmers market, this 
year Rockingham will have a farm 
stand. On Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., you can shop at the Seed and 
Stone Farmstead at 809 Rockingham 
Road. On offer are eggs, produce, ma-
ple syrup, soap.

Farmers’ Markets return

Marc Bru, Square Timber Brewing Company, new vendor at Barry’s Bay Market.
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Call 613.639.1524 
or email madvalleycurrent@gmail.com

Let The Current help grow your business.

THIS CAN BE

YOUR AD

Madawaska Valley
PUBLIC LIBR AR Y

Follow us on 
Facebook

19474 Opeongo Line
BARRY’S BAY

mvpl.programs@gmail.com
613-756-2000

Summer Programs
• Craft Kits
• TD Summer Reading Club
• Cooking with Kids
Register for summer programs online before June 19  
at www.eventbrite.com/x/154624282391

Take Home Trivia Weekend 
JULY 9–11
Register your team of 6 for just $25 
• Pick up your Take Home Trivia package July 9 or 10
• Meet for 2 hours of trivia fun (as health guidelines allow)
• Return your answers via email or dropbox by 3 pm July 11
Have fun and win fun prizes while supporting the library. 
Details: admin@madawaskavalleylibrary.ca

AT THE LIBRARY

SUBMITTED 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

If you ever wanted to make a big differ-
ence in the easiest possible way, con-
sider joining the St. Francis Monthly 
Giving Club. This incredibly impor-
tant club is made up of donors from 
all backgrounds. They include retirees, 
hardworking families, local health care 
employees and more. All of them share 
the same goal: to contribute what they 
can to ensure the future of St. Francis 
Memorial Hospital.

St. Francis Valley Healthcare Founda-
tion Executive Director, Erin Gienow, 
explained that the club is an easy and 
effective way to make a big difference. 
She said, “The Monthly Giving Club 
provides a solution as one does not 
have to think about the handling and 

A little goes a long way with Monthly Giving Club

coordination of having to make a gift.”
For as little as $10 per month (or 

33 cents a day), new members are in-
vited to join the Monthly Giving Club, 
to help with the purchase of essential 
medical equipment to ensure that the 
hardworking staff at St Francis have the 
tools they need to care for us all. For 
more information about becoming a 

Monthly Giving Club Member, contact 
the St Francis Valley Healthcare Foun-
dation at 613-756-3044 ext. 217 or visit 
www.sfvhfoundation.com.

Lori-Anne, ER Nurse at St Francis Memorial Hospital, stands behind a stretcher, one of 
the items purchased with funds raised by Monthly Giving Club Members. PHOTO: SUBMITTED.

Litterbugs attract 
hefty fines in MV
MV Township charges people for illegal 
dumping of garbage and careless lit-
tering in the municipality. By mid-May 
two tickets for $200 each have been 
handed out said Bylaw Enforcement 
Officer Corwin Quade, and he has is-
sued a written warning to a third in-
dividual. Quade advised that MV staff 
continue to monitor trails and roadside 
in the municipality for offenders. If you 
witness illegal dumping or you find lit-
ter where it shouldn’t be, please report 
the incident promptly to the Township 
enclosing details of the location, along 
with photos if possible.

Ontario has launched a new user-
friendly online tool so the public can 
conveniently report incidents of pol-
lution in real-time from a smartphone. 
The new digital solution will mean 
photos and videos can be uploaded im-
mediately so staff can respond quickly 
and effectively to keep communities 
safe, ontario.ca/reportpollution.
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YOUR SOURCE FOR LOCAL INFORMATION 
in the Madawaska Valley and area

To list your event, business or organization  
email info@algonquineast.com.

Most listings are free.

WE’RE SEEKING 
HOUSEKEEPERS 

TO JOIN OUR 
RESORT

You will perform a variety of 
housekeeping duties including 
vacuuming, mopping, dusting, 
changing and laundering linen.

Full time positions. 
Call or email Luiza: 416-315-0749

luizakaci68@gmail.com

27 Bay St., P.O. Box 496 
Barry’s Bay, ON K0J 1B0

221 John Street 
Eganville, ON K0J 1T0

is looking for individuals  
to join their growing team

The successful candidates 
require strong knowledge in 
computer skills along with the 
ability to organize and prioritize 
work effectively. Be able to work 
in a team environment with 
exceptional communication skills. 

We are looking for individuals 
who are career-orientated and 
who are seeking long-term 
positions. 

Full-time positions. Salary will be 
based on experience.

Please email your cover letter 
and resume (with the names of 
two references) to Ashton at 
asabatine@gregkelly.ca.

We thank you for your interest, 
but only successful applicants will 
be contacted for an interview.

DANIELLE PAUL 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

2021 BUDGET
Madawaska Valley Treasurer Amanda 
Hudder formally presented the 2021 
municipal budget at the Council meet-
ing of May 18. She began with the high 
level impact of the budget, covering tax 
billing, capital projects and the budget 
process. The bottom line for taxpay-
ers? The overall tax rate for 2021 will in-
crease 1.9 percent from the 2020 level. 
That means for every $100,000 assess-
ment of your property, you will pay 
$1,635.22 in tax — an additional $31.16.

She explained that although the 
municipal tax rate is up by 2.1 percent 
and the county tax rate has also in-
crease — by 2.4 percent — because this 
year’s education tax rate is 0 percent, 
the overall tax rate for the 2021 fiscal 
year increases by just 1.9 percent com-
pared to 2020.

The Treasurer explained that the 
revenue required from taxation dur-
ing 2021 is $4,140,369 based on rev-
enues of $4,895,994 and expenditures 
of $9,036,364. As always, the lion’s 
share of MV expenditures is in Trans-
portation Services (i.e. Roads) with 
$3,778,305. Another major capital 
project this year will be the Fire Pump-
er replacement at $400,000.

CAO Suzanne Klatt thanked “Coun-
cil, each municipal staff member and 
volunteer, local businesses and resi-
dents of the Township of Madawaska 
Valley for their continued patience as 
we continue to adapt to change.” 

PLANNING MATTERS IN 
COMBERMERE
During May, Township staff and Council 
responded to multiple communications 
from residents regarding the proposed 
redevelopment of the former St. Paul’s 
Church on Mill Street in Combermere, 
now owned by Craig and Jude Kelley. 
Some objections related to the issue 
of short-term rental, which the Kelleys 
had included as a potential use of the 
residences, as well as the number of pro-
posed residential units, noise, parking, 
septic system, lack of adequate fencing 
and more. The former rectory building, 
now Mission House Museum & Gallery, 
is owned by MV but the land on which it 
rests beside the church and hall buildings 
belongs to the Kelleys. The applicants 
amended their proposal including a re-
duction to just two residential units and 
Council approved it on May 18, with only 
Councillor Ernie Peplinski voting against.

In May the Subdivision Agreement 
for Combermere Lodge Limited came 
back to Council who voted unanimous-
ly on its first and second reading; third 
and final reading was passed on June 1. 

MV Bulletins in brief

The Madawaska Valley Food Bank is open from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 am. on the 
second and fourth Tuesday of every month. New clients are welcome at 8 Martin 
Street, Barry’s Bay. Donations accepted by post to Box 161, Barry’s Bay, ON. K0J 
1B0 or via e-mail transfers: mvfoodbank@gmail.com. Above: Food bank volunteer 
Terry Newcombe outside 8 Martin Street.
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Drone views of Barry’s Bay
Readers of The Current often comment on the photos from Barry’s Bay 
native Harrison Haines (Facebook/PrettySweetCreativeStudio). Haines, 
who graduated from Madawaska Valley High School, submitted these 
drone photos of his home town taken earlier this spring.

Top: Looking towards Barry’s Bay from Mask Island. 
Middle: The causeway to Mask Island. Bottom: 
Zurakowski Park (bottom left) along Opeongo Line 
with Bay Street and Dunn Street, Mask Island at top. 
Photos: Harrison Haines.


