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JOHN YAKABUSKI, MPP 
RENFREW-NIPISSING-PEMBROKE

I want to begin by once again stating 
what an honour it has been to serve 
as a Minister of the Crown for the past 
three years. 

It’s a responsibility that very few 
people get to experience. While the de-
mand on one’s time could be extreme-
ly challenging, it’s a challenge that is 
viewed as an opportunity by anyone 
who is tasked with the appointment 
and I must say I am grateful to be one 
of those few. 

I’d now like to reflect on a few of the 
accomplishments that have impacted 
not only the people of Renfrew-Nipiss-
ing- Pembroke but indeed those in the 
entire province. Locally, my first sig-
nificant item was to lead the discus-

sion on the issue of the extension of 
Highway 17, ensuring that it was firmly 
placed into the capital plan for trans-
portation infrastructure. 

As Minister of Natural Resources 
and Forestry, one of my prime focuses 
was indeed the forest sector, an indus-
try that had received little in the way 
of support from the previous Govern-
ment. After extensive consultations 
with industry stakeholders, Indig-
enous First Nations and Municipal 
Leaders, we introduced Ontario’s For-
est Sector Strategy. This ten year plan 
is built on four pillars. It has given con-
fidence to the industry that the future 
is not one of mere survival, but one 
that allows it to reach its tremendous 
economic potential. Forestry provides 
direct and indirect jobs to 145,000 
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people and generates 18 billion dollars 
annually for our economy. Another 
significant change we made was to re-
move forestry from the burden of the 
Endangered Species Act. The ESA has 
never and could never function in the 
sector given the nature of its work. We 
now have Forestry governed by the 
Crown Forest Sustainability Act which 
is considered by many, to be the gold 
standard of forest management. 

While high water and flooding was 
certainly not a problem this year, we 
all know that it will be at some point 
in the future. Such is the nature of na-
ture! As a result of the flood of 2019, 
we produced Ontario’s first ever Flood 
Strategy. This will help us to be better 
prepared, more resilient and quicker 
to respond. It will also insure a faster 
and more complete recovery, in the 

event of flooding. At the request of the 
Municipalities, we also made changes 
to the Bonnechere River Water Man-
agement Plan that will better protect 
people living in those watersheds, and 
particularly Round Lake and Golden 
Lake, two of our lakes that are most 
susceptible to flooding. 

Changes have been made to the Ag-
gregate Resources Act that will help 
bring certainty to the sector while 
maintaining strict environmental 
standards.

In the area of fish and wildlife, we 
introduced a new Moose Management 
System. We had extensive feedback 
from across the province and appoint-
ed an Advisory Committee. With this 
data and advice, we came up with a 

new system that has received positive 
comments as being a significant im-
provement over the previous one. We 
have also re-instated the spring bear 
hunt and have made it permanent. 

Something I am very proud of is ini-
tiating the process of hiring 25 new 
Conservation Officers. Our Conser-
vation Officers truly are an amazing 
group of dedicated and committed 
professionals. 

This snapshot of some of the chang-
es I was able to make as Minister al-
lows me to look back on my time with 
a great deal of satisfaction but also im-
mense gratitude for having been given 
the opportunity to put our stamp on 
the file. The stamp of a regular guy 
from small town, rural Ontario. I al-
ways look forward to the future. Who 
knows what it will bring?

“As Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, one 
of my prime focuses was indeed the forest sector, 
an industry that had received little in the way 
of support from the previous Government.”
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Honouring the spirits  
of the children

not attend the July 1 gathering, the 
Council of Canadians asks that you go 
to the nearest bridge and tie orange 
and purple ribbons to the rails. Orange 
is the colour associated with the “Ev-
ery Child Matters” campaign initiated 
by IRS survivor Phyllis Webster. The 
colour purple represents the physical 
harm inflicted on so many innocent 
children during Canada’s 100-year pro-
gram of trying to “take the Indian out 
of the child” through federally-funded, 
church-run residential schools. Bridges 
are suggested because Canadians must 
step up to build bridges of understand-
ing and solidarity for justice. 

“Our group would appreciate a 
photo of you tying ribbons on a bridge 
near your home. You can send these to 
kitchissippiottawacocchapter@gmail.
com or find us on FaceBook. All photos 
will be included in a communication 
to the Pikwàkanagàn Chief and Band 
Council to share with their commu-
nity,” said Ann Pohl, on behalf of the 
local chapter of the Council of Cana-
dians. “It is a first step, as neighbours, 
to show we are listening, paying atten-
tion, and we care.”

THE CURRENT 
PIKWÀKANAGÀN

The Algonquins of Pikwàkanagàn First 
Nation have issued the following mes-
sage to friends, neighbours and sup-
porters in acknowledgement of the 
sincere sympathy extended to their 
community and members. They say 
that condolences mean the world to 
them during this difficult time of sor-
row and disbelief, and they wish to say 
Chi-Meegwetch (Thank you).

Light Up The Lake: On July 1, 2021 
beginning at 8:30 p.m., the Algon-
quins of Pikwàkanagàn First Nation 
invite neighbours and friends to join 
their event Light Up The Lake. Their 
Algonquin Drum will beat loud along 
the shores of Golden Lake and a Can-
dlelight Vigil will help to light the way 
home to the Creator for all these pre-
cious souls.

Council of Canadians event: To 
promote community education, the 
Kitchissippi-Ottawa Valley Chapter of 
the Council of Canadians plans a re-
spectful presence on Algonquin Ter-
ritory in Pembroke. For those who did 

LGBTQ? Pflag is for you.
You’re not alone.  

Pflag Canada offers peer 
support and friendship for 

LGBTQ2S+ youth, adults  
and family members.

Join a weekly Zoom meeting  
or call our support line.  

Pflag is family for all.
www.pflagrenfrewcounty.ca 

1-888-530-6777 ext. 572

YOUR SOURCE FOR LOCAL INFORMATION 
in the Madawaska Valley and area

To list your event, business or organization  
email info@algonquineast.com.

Most listings are free.

Orange ribbons adorn Pikwàkanagàn bridge. PHOTO: SHARON GARDINER
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Congratulations to the 
graduating class of 2021!
Madawaska Valley District 

High School Grade 12 
Graduates, Class of 2021

(See insert for names of graduates.)

CAREGIVER REQUIRED
Monday to Friday, days, $20/hr.

June to October 8, 2021.
Role requires assisting with  
meal prep, running errands, 

outings (walk/drive),  
provide companionship. 

For complete details, please email  
PalmerRapidsCaregiver@gmail.com

Madawaska Valley
PUBLIC LIBR AR Y

Follow us on 
Facebook

Open for Browsing as of July 6
Tues/Wed/Friday: 10 am to 12 pm, and 1 pm to 5 pm
Thursday: 1 pm to 4 pm, and 5 pm to 8 pm
Saturday: 10 am to 3 pm (closed Mon./Canada Day)

Place a hold for an item online by logging into your account 
at www.madawaskavalleylibrary.ca, or by phone/email. 
You will be contacted when your order is ready for pickup.
19474 Opeongo Line, Barry’s Bay • mvpl.programs@gmail.com • 613-756-2000

Hours:
Barry’s Bay Farmers’ Market

Fridays 11:00 - 4:00
May 21 - October 8

At The Legion, 250John St.(Cty Rd 62)

Family Dining
Historic Polish Pub

17589 Hwy 60 • Wilno, ON
wilnotavern.com

613-756-2029

DANIELLE PAUL 
PALMER RAPIDS

In keeping with the policy of Ren-
frew County and District School Board 
(RCDSB), Palmer Rapids Public School 
(PRPS) has flown a PRIDE flag during the 
month of June. But this year the flag was 
removed twice since June 4. Jude Kelley, 
PRPS Principal, told The Current that 
they replaced the flag the first time, and 
the second time were working to obtain 
another replacement. She said they have 
had discussions at Board level about 
possible camera surveillance as well 
as possibly removing the flag over the 
weekend, saying that is when it seems to 
go missing. Both incidents were reported 
to the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP). 

Kelley said she measures the cost 
of the incident in terms of how unfor-
tunate the situation is as RCDSB sup-
ports “inclusion, understanding, and 
compassion. We celebrate diversity and 
inclusivity in all shapes and forms. It’s 
disheartening and disappointing that 
our school fell victim to this type of 
vandalism. We remain firm in our com-
mitment to confront discrimination 
and to protect the human rights of all 
members of our community.”

Catherine Yarmel, Community Safety, 
Media, Mobilization, Mental Health Co-
ordinator for OPP Killaloe Detachment, 
said an officer was assigned to the inci-
dent which is still under investigation. 
Yarmel said the Renfrew County Crime 
Unit may become involved based on the 
seriousness of any incident reported. 
She explained, “The OPP supports ini-
tiatives that promote the equity, inclu-
sion and diversity and acceptance of all 
individuals in this province. In terms of 
outreach activities, we may partner with 
… the school and offer supports and 
education on the issues, and seek the 
supports of alternate agencies who may 
hold further expertise on the matter.”

The Current also reached out to 
Mayor Sheldon Keller of Brudenell Lyn-
doch and Raglan (BLR) who said he was 
shocked and saddened “that actions 
such as this still occur. The council of 
BLR condemns these actions and ask 
that it stop. We live in a country that pro-
motes freedom of expression for all.”

Principal Kelley concluded, “Moving 
forward, as a staff, we will be having con-
versations with our classroom students. 
We will encourage open dialogue that 
will further enhance learning in a re-
spectful and age-appropriate manner.” 

Vandalism at Palmer Rapids School 
during PRIDE month condemned

Palmer Rapids Public School. PHOTO: RCDSB
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LYNNE POSTILL 
KILLALOE

Ed.Note: This “obituary” for Hoch Farm 
was submitted by Lynne Postill on be-
half of the Killaloe Heritage and Ecology 
Society. The Society’s weekly Farmers’ 
Market is held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-
urdays until Thanksgiving at Lions’ Ball 
Field, 1 Lions’ Lane, Killaloe.

It is with great sadness we announce 
that after 116 years, Hoch Farm has 
passed away. The instability of the 
surrounding water table over the last 
ten years, brought about by the slow-
ing down of the creek twice, as the 
Highway 60 and Queen Street bridges 
were repaired, and the floods of 2017 
and 2019, caused the house to suffer 
a weakening of its foundations. The 
landlord had to choose between the 
expense of repair or demolition, and 
chose the latter, motivated, perhaps, 
by the chance of 15 minutes of fame 
for Killaloe as the demolition was to be 
part of a TV series.

With the demolition of the Hoch 
Farmhouse Pioneer Museum and pre-
sumably the cancellation of the site’s 
“heritage” designation (although as 
of June 13 it remains listed as the only 
“heritage site” on the KHR website), and 
the proposed new name for the site to 
be eponymous with the planned use of 
the space, Hoch Farm will cease to exist. 

THE LEGACY OF WILHELM HOCH
For 116 years, Hoch Farm was an exam-
ple of the pioneering spirit of the im-
migrants who settled in this area, clear-
ing land to build homesteads and raise 
families. The people of Killaloe-Hagar-
ty-Richards Township were fortunate 
to be bequeathed this farm in 1999, 
and the newly formed Killaloe Heritage 
and Ecology Society was fortunate to 
be able to lease the farm and house as 
a centre for keeping the history of the 
township alive. 

Wilhelm Hoch was born in 1863 in 
Germany where he apprenticed as a 
blacksmith and wagon maker, immi-
grated to Canada in 1887, and settled 
in this area, probably in the German 
Settlement. In 1891, William mar-
ried Amelia (Walthers) of Sebastopol, 

and they started to raise a family. Ac-
cording to the 1901 census of Renfrew 
South, he was a farmer, with wife and 
four children. 

In 1904 Wilhelm bought 200 acres of 
a land grant from Matthias Yourth, who 
had taken the title of this land through 
the government of Upper Canada’s im-
migration program which granted land 
for settlement and agricultural devel-
opment in the late 1800s. 

William, as he now called himself, 
moved his growing family to their new 
property, where he built the farm house. 
The following year, 1905, he built a barn 
for his herd of cattle, horses and pigs. 
The barn was framed by local master 
carpenter, Anthony Levair. According 
to Martin Garvey, by 1904 William was 
running a creamery and on the 1911 
census William is listed as a “butter 
maker.” His creamery business thrived, 
and Hoch Farm was established in Kil-
laloe’s business history. 

But in 1914 tragedy struck — liter-
ally — when Amelia was struck by light-
ning, whilst seated near an open win-
dow during a storm, which left William 
a widower with eight children to raise. 
William died in 1927 and is buried in the 
Killaloe Emmanuel Baptist cemetery 
alongside his wife Amalia and a daugh-
ter, Mildred Louetta, who died aged 27. 
The severance of the farm by the Kil-

laloe bypass in 1958 (known today as 
Highway 60), can be considered anoth-
er tragedy in the history of Hoch Farm.

KILLALOE HERITAGE AND ECOLOGY 
SOCIETY STEPPED UP
The volunteer members of the Killaloe 
Heritage and Ecology Society spent 
four years preparing the house to be a 
museum, and provided a better access 
road and car park on the site with the 
help of the Army Corps of Engineers 
from Camp Petawawa. Other local vol-
unteers replaced the floor of the sum-
mer kitchen, the windows of the house, 
made flower beds around the house, 
plowed the back field for community 
gardening and worked on the task of 
cleaning the barn to make it possible 
to use as a storage area for the vendors’ 
tables and tents. 

Once the preparations were com-
pleted, the volunteers set about collect-
ing donations from the community to 
furnish the house in the style of an early 
1900s farmhouse. In 2005, after a photo 
of the Hoch family was proudly hung in 
the hallway, the house was opened to 
the public. 

As the next step of the project, the 
volunteers established ecology initia-
tives. Two volunteers farmed the back 
community gardens and Board mem-
ber, Barney McCaffrey, with a group of 
volunteers started a boardwalk on the 

After 116 years, Hoch Farm has passed away

Hoch Farmhouse Museum entrance. PHOTO: YOUTUBE/LYNN FLOKSTRA CREATIVE
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BAYBERRY
DESIGN

BAYBERRYDESIGN.CA

ARTWORK SCANNING
WATERCOLOUR & CANVAS GICLÉE

ART CARDS, PRINTS & POSTERS
 

AND REPRODUCTIONS

HOME • AUTO • COMMERCIAL
SEASONAL • TRAVEL • GICS

Call a Kelly broker today!
BARRY’S BAY: 613-756-0066
EGANVILLE: 613-628-2617

www.gregkelly.ca

BARRY’S BAY

AT THE LEGION
Patio Hours: Monday to Thursday, 

Saturday from 2 pm to 6 pm. 
Friday from 2 pm to 9 pm.

BARRY’S BAY HORSESHOE LEAGUE 
Thursday and Friday at 6:30 pm

INDOOR EVENTS 
TBA, once we’re allowed to open.

Barry’s Bay Farmers’ Market 
In the parking lot, 

Fridays from 11 am to 4 pm.
COVID-19 Vaccination

Clinics indoors.
Veterans’ Banner Program

Extended to first week of August.
Watch for upcoming events in 
local media and on our FB page

edge of the swamp — unfortunately, 
Barney passed away suddenly, and it 
awaited completion. Another Board 
member, Rachelle Clayton, proposed 
the ecology project “Outdoor Educa-
tional Programming for primary and 
secondary school students,” which 
was attended by between 50 and 
250 students.

The first fundraising project was the 
Killaloe Farmers’ Market, set up in 2000 
and managed by board members for 20 
years. After a fundraising giant garage 
sale hosted at Hoch Farm for Rainbow 
Valley, the Society’s board saw the op-
portunity for another fundraiser and 
opened a flea market. It was advertised 
as a recycle/re-use flea market, and was 
hugely successful.

The Society was asked to partner 
with three other local heritage societ-
ies to host the annual Opeongo Heri-
tage Cup Tournament weekend of 
hockey in Barry’s Bay. This fundraiser 
was a huge commitment of time and 
volunteers every year, but was in re-
turn the most remunerative. 

From these fundraisers the annual 
expenses of running the museum and 
site could be met, along with generous 
donations to the Society made by Grant 
Hooker, the Killaloe Branch of the CIBC, 
and by the Killaloe Lions Club.

The Society was successful in their ap-
plications to the Ontario Trillium Foun-
dation, and received a total of almost 
$100,000 in funding to use as follows:
• for the replacement of the roof of the 

house

• to bring in hydro

• to install a well and septic tank

• to hire a person to record the 
inventory of the museum. 

The museum, the site and the programs 
were managed by the non-profit Killal-
oe Heritage and Ecology Society board 
for the benefit of the community. As the 
property belonged to the Township, a 
Councillor was designated to sit on the 
Killaloe Heritage and Ecology Society 
Board, and the board presented an An-
nual Report to the Council. 

LOVED BY COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Hoch Farm will be sadly missed by 
those who came every Saturday morn-
ing to enjoy breakfast and/or brunch 
with friends; make purchases from 
the variety of fresh produce and baked 

goods vendors; find collectibles among 
the books, videos, LPs, dishes, DVDs in 
the recycle/re-use flea market; and visit 
the museum. They enjoyed festivals on 
the long weekends: 
• Canada Day activities for children

• the Irish Gathering

• the Garlic Festival

• the Hoch Farm Birthday Party

• and the end of the season grand 
finale — Hochtoberfest

The media will also miss Hoch Farm 
greatly as it was always a source for a 
local story during the summer months, 
and many magazines featured articles 
about Hoch Farm.

It is sad that the driving force behind 
the Society, Garnet Kranz, was slowed 
down as his health deteriorated in the 
last few years, and in 2020 he passed 
away. Without his leadership the re-
maining board could do little to change 
the fate of the museum. With the an-
ticipated name change of Hoch Farm 
to reflect the focus of the new project 
located “in the space formerly known 
as Hoch Farm,” the financial invest-
ments, time and energy made by Wil-
liam Hoch, his family, Garnet Kranz, the 
volunteers, Hoch Farm will pass into 
distant memory.

RECOGNITION FOR VOLUNTEERS
Happily, the time and energy put into 
the Hoch Farm project by the volun-
teers gained the respect of Renfrew-
Nipissing-Pembroke MP Cheryl Gal-
lant who in 2018 presented the Killaloe 
Heritage and Ecology Society with a 
certificate honouring the volunteers 
for their efforts to preserve the local 
history of pioneers, saying, “It is my 
honour to congratulate the organizers 
and volunteers at Hoch Farm on the 
113th birthday… for 113 years, Hoch 
Farm has been providing the residents 
of Renfrew County and Ontario with 
well researched history of pioneers and 
early agriculture. Hoch Farm hosts “the 
famous Killaloe Farmers’ Market which 
provides many locally-sourced prod-
ucts for all in the area to enjoy. You have 
my sincerest congratulations on all 
your accomplishments.”

For a poignant glimpse into the Hoch 
Farmhouse Museum, there is a brief 
video homage produced by Lynn Floks-
tra Creative on YouTube.
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DANIELLE PAUL 
PALMER RAPIDS

The June 2 Council meeting of 
Brudenell Lyndoch and Raglan Town-
ship (BLR) rewarded residential rate-
payers with a Zero Percent Munici-
pal Tax Increase in the 2021 budget. 
The budget included an amount of 
$150,000 for legal costs (up from 
$30,000 last year). For those who lis-
tened to the May 19 budget meeting, 
Acting Clerk-Treasurer Valerie Jahn 
had warned members of Council that 
if they wanted a Zero Percent Munici-
pal Tax Increase, they couldn’t cut that 
figure for legal costs “because we’ll be 
lucky if that covers it.” 

Nearly half of those legal costs ap-
peared on the Payments section of the 
agenda. Were it not for Councillor Trev-
or Lidtkie’s insistence, this disclosure of 
more than $73,000 in recent payments 
for “legal costs” (Integrity Commis-
sioner, investigations, lawyers) would 
not have been made public. 

Lidtkie first expressed concerns 
about the annual Integrity Commis-
sioner report to BLR saying, “I think we 
better take a solid look at the numbers 
that’s going out here… This has gone 
beyond stupid.” Referring to a one-
page summary for which E4m charged 
BLR $2,857.59 Lidtkie asked, “Serious-
ly?… That’s the report you get for the 
kind of money we’re paying?” 

During consideration of the pay-
ments, Lidtkie went on to discuss the 
three suppliers whose charges totalled 
$73,578.81: Expertise for Municipali-
ties (E4m) — the Township’s Integrity 
Commissioner; Investigative Solutions 
Network — a subcontractor to E4m; 
and Wishart Law — the municipal law-
yers for BLR. When Cllr Lidtkie pressed 
Mayor Sheldon Keller about the reason 
for the high costs , Mayor Keller replied 
that “those costs I believe are associ-
ated with the Municipal Conflict of In-
terest Act [MCIA] complaint that was 
brought against Councillor Budarick.” 

The E4m invoices (see below), however, 
mention that Councillors Lidtkie and 
John Rutledge were also subjected to 
investigations and, in Rutledge’s case, a 
report was presented to Council. 

The Councillor reminded Mayor 
Keller that he had previously request-
ed a breakdown of bills from E4m, “I 
raised the issue of asking to itemize the 
bill and they said that was going to cost 
us more money, does that not sound a 
little suspicious to you?” Jahn explained 
that these bills were itemized and could 
be released if Council passed a Resolu-
tion to that effect. 

In further discussion, Mayor Keller 
agreed he wasn’t happy with the bills, 
but “when Council passes the Resolu-
tion to reveal the nature of the bill-
ing and those involved, I think the 
taxpayer has the right to see those 
amounts. An MCIA application to the 
Courts I’m sure is a very large part 
of that sum.... That’s why we believe 
training for Council is so important 
to avoid these problems.” Lidtkie re-
sponded by saying, “We haven’t set 

aside any money for training in the 
budget I don’t believe.” But the may-
or replied, “I believe we had training 
when we started council.”

Mayor Keller announced a Resolu-
tion “that the invoices for investiga-
tions regarding the IC’s ongoing inves-
tigations to be released to Council and 
ratepayers.” It was carried. Members 
of Council then voted to pay all the in-
voices (with Lidtkie refusing to vote in 
favour of those particular charges he 
had questioned).

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE INVOICES
The Current’s examination based on 
the limited information provided in 
invoices from the three businesses 
reveals the following:

Investigative Solutions Network: Six 
invoices dated Jan.31, 2021 to Mar.31, 
2021 — TOTAL $15,988.26

The invoices do not appear to be 
addressed to anyone and the services 
charged for include 131.25 hours bro-
ken down as follows: 

• Admin Support 30.5 hrs.

BLR Councillor objects to high costs 
of Integrity Commissioner and related 
expenses — insists invoices be made public



6    |    MADAWASKA VALLEY CURRENT THURSDAY JULY 1, 2021    |    7

www.madvalleycurrent.com

Advertising helps us provide  
The Current to readers at no cost. 

To advertise please call 613-639-1524.

The Current is published here in the Valley by residents Roger and Danielle Paul 
through MadValley Media, and is your source for bold, bracing and balanced local 
coverage of issues that matter most to Valley residents. Since launching in January 
2018, the publishers have fulfilled their promise to make The Current available at no 
cost to readers, relying on the support of advertisers and sponsors.

THE CURRENT WELCOMES LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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• Consulting 0.5 hr.

• Investigation 61 hrs.

• Interviews 16.75 hrs.

• Mileage 626 miles

• Report 12.5 hrs.

• Transcribing 4 hrs.

• Travel 6 hrs.

Wishart Law: Eleven invoices dated 
Nov.2 2020 to Apr.30 2021 — TOTAL 
$40,698.63

The Apr.30 invoice for $12,140.72 
is the only invoice that describes 
the services rendered. It is labeled 
“re: Brudenell Lyndoch and Rag-
lan — MCIA/Court Application re 
Councillor Budarick.”

The Wishart Law invoices are all ad-
dressed to E4m. Readers may recall that 
when E4m touted for business from 
Renfrew County municipalities, one of 
its selling points was its “unique affilia-
tion with one of our business partners, 
Wishart Municipal Law Group.” Prior 
to a recent revamp of its website, E4m-
Solutions actually displayed the logo 
of the Wishart Municipal Group on its 
website as well as on other promotion-
al materials.

E4m: Five invoices dated Nov.10 2020 
to May 2 2021 — TOTAL $16,891.92

All the E4m invoices are addressed 
to BLR Township. Four of them include 
charges for “legal review” or “Wishart 
inv” for services adding up to at least 
$5,263.19, the amounts for which do 
not match any of the Wishart invoices. 

Additional services performed by 
E4m (presumably the Integrity Com-
missioner herself) include:

• 10.5 hrs. reviewing a training video 
presented by E4m and Wishart Law 
to which BLR sent former Clerk 
Michelle Mantifel and Councillor 
Andrea Budarick

• 23.52 hrs. reviewing transcripts, 
minutes, report preparation and 
attendance at BLR Council

• 2.1 hrs meeting with ISN and 
Wishart to review matters

• 4.5 hrs. preparing Court documents 
re Budarick MCIA

• 31.65 hrs in 2020 re Rutledge MCIA 
report

• $523.20 for the annual IC report to 
the Township, plus an additional 
$2,007.39 for Legal Review. (That 

“Legal Review” was presumably 
conducted by Wishart Law.)

PREVIOUS CONCERNS RAISED
Regular readers may recall that BLR 
resident Michael McCloskey appeared 
before BLR Council in April asking 
them to replace the Integrity Commis-
sioner because of what he perceived to 
be major failures on her part. 

McCloskey wrote to Council seek-
ing their decision and at the May 5 
Council meeting, Mayor Keller said, 
“Item 10.2 is an issue that Michael 
McCloskey brought to the last regular 
council meeting requesting council 
on the decision of his request to ter-
minate E4m as our IC. So what I have 
before me is a Resolution that says: 

‘That the Townships of Brudenell Lyn-
doch and Raglan retain the services 
of E4M as their Integrity Commis-
sioners. To change at this time would 
cause a duplication in the investiga-
tive work that has already been com-
pleted and ongoing.’” 

In response to The Current’s re-
quest for comment, McCloskey said, 
“These invoices show that the waste 
and mismanagement on this with BLR 
taxpayer money is even worse than 
we thought, and for reasons known 
only to Council we are sticking with a 
company that seems intent on milk-
ing us until we are completely dry. It 
doesn’t make sense!” McCloskey has 
again written to Jahn about the issues 
revealed by the invoices.
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A FUNNY KIND  
OF PARADISE
BY JO OWENS

This book should be at the top 
of everyone’s to-read pile. After 
a stroke, Frannie has become a 
resident of an extended care facility. 
Though she has physical limitations, 
she has no cognitive impairment. 
She has nothing to do but listen 
and think, whereas in the past she 
never stopped to really do either. Her 
observations of what is happening 
around her and her reflections on 
her past lead her to life-changing 
insights. The author, a Canadian, has 
worked as a health care aide for 20 
years so her portrayal of life in an ex-
tended care facility is very realistic.

A KILLER IN  
KING’S COVE
BY IONA WHISHAW

Those who enjoy cozy mysteries 
should check out the Lane Winslow 
series set just after World War II. 
There are eight books in total. I’ve 
read the first three, and they keep 
getting better as the author hits her 

stride; I intend to read more of the 
series this summer. Begin with  
A Killer in King’s Cove which intro-
duces Lane, the amateur sleuth who 
always manages to uncover clues, 
and the various, sometimes quirky, 
residents of a village in interior B.C. 
These characters appear in subse-
quent books (Death in a Darkening 
Mist and An Old, Cold Grave) and re-
lationships are further developed, so 
I’d certainly advise reading the books 
in chronological order. References 
to historical events like the intern-
ment of Japanese-Canadians and the 
treatment of Doukhobors and British 
Home Children are a satisfying added 
dimension. What is better than find-
ing a new mystery series to devour? 
Finding a Canadian mystery series!

DARKNESS
BY DAVID ADAMS 
RICHARDS

If you prefer books with thematic 
depth, this one is highly recommend-
ed. Orville MacDurmot is accused of 
murder but then dies a violent death. 
His sister asks John Delano, a family 
friend, to investigate his death and 
the murder charges. The book is 
John’s recounting of what he learned 
about Orville’s life: how a bullied 
child became renowned in his field 
but was then suspected of murder. 
This multi-layered book illustrates 
the consequences of judging others 
on the basis of appearance, back-
ground, and gossip.

Novels for your summer To-Be-Read pile
DOREEN YAKABUSKI 

MADAWASKA VALLEY

With Covid-19 vaccines being administered, our lives are 
slowly returning to some semblance of normal. If your normal 
includes reading, here are some suggestions for novels to add 
to your summer TBR pile. 

THE GOOD FATHER
BY WAYNE GRADY 

This is another Canadian novel with 
an in-depth development of theme. 
After her parents divorce, Daphne 
feels abandoned by her father Harry, 
and her life spirals out of control; a 
crisis brings them together physi-
cally, but the two struggle to bridge 
their emotional gap. Including the 
perspectives of both Daphne and 
Harry, the author provides a detailed 
examination of a troubled father-
daughter relationship. This book had 
particular appeal to me because 
it is set in a fictional town “on the 
Madawaska River, between Ottawa 
and Peterborough” and makes refer-
ences to “the Madawaska Valley ac-
cent” and “Madawaska Grunge” and 
mentions Pembroke and Foymount. 
(As a point of interest, Wayne Grady 
is married to Merilyn Simonds who 
wrote a novel, The Holding, set on 
the Opeongo Road “in the northern 
reaches of the Madawaska”; one of 
the characters marries a Polish girl 
and moves to Golden Lake.)

THE HENNA ARTIST 
BY ALKA JOSHI 

For those who want an exotic 
locale, this novel will immerse the 
reader in Indian culture. Escaping an 
abusive arranged marriage, Lakshmi 
becomes a henna artist for upper 
caste women. She works hard to 
establish a business and reputation, 
but the arrival of her high-spirited 
13-year-old sister upends all she 
has strived to build. The novel has a 
fast-paced plot and engaging char-
acters. As an added bonus to those 
who enjoy this book, a sequel, The 
Secret Keeper of Jaipur, is scheduled 
for release on June 22; it focuses on 
Malik, the clever street urchin who 
serves as Lakshmi’s assistant in  
The Henna Artist.

THE WILLOW WREN 
BY PHILIPP SCHOTT 

Readers who like historical fiction 
might consider this fictionalized 
memoir which provides an interest-
ing perspective of World War II, that 
of a German child living through 
the war and its aftermath. That 
child is Ludwig and his father is a 
senior Nazi leader. The young boy 
becomes increasingly responsible 
for helping his family survive, 
especially during the Russian 
occupation in what would become 
East Germany. The book, covering 
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Paddlers lobby for 
Ottawa River public 

access takeout
SUBMITTED 

OTTAWA VALLEY

The Ottawa River is an internationally re-
nowned whitewater river enjoyed by recre-
ational kayakers, canoeists and rafters. Pub-
lic access has been an ongoing concern for 
years as the sport of whitewater kayaking, ca-
noeing, and private rafting has grown in the 
Ottawa Valley. Over the last several months, 
there has been a dedicated team of volun-
teers working on a proposal to secure a free, 
public take out on the Ottawa River and leave 
a lasting legacy for future generations.

On Wednesday, June 16th, the Township of 
Whitewater Region’s Council received a pre-
sentation by delegates from Whitewater On-
tario to discuss a partnership with the pad-
dling community for a public takeout.

A website dedicated to securing a public 
take out on the Ottawa River has been cre-
ated and all who enjoy and value the Ottawa 
River are encouraged to voice their concerns 
regarding public access via the form on the 
website. All submissions will be kept confi-
dential and only used to supplement the pre-
sentation being given to Council.

More information available at ottawariver-
access.ca

Valley Manor Inc. is soliciting bids from interested parties for demolition 
of the former school at 39 St Francis Memorial Drive in Barry’s Bay in 
preparation for redevelopment of Valley Manor Long Term Care. The 
work includes abatement of designated substances, demolition and 
decommissioning/removal of an underground storage tank.

Tender documents will be available on MERX on June 28, 2021, or 
shortly thereafter. Interested contractors are encouraged to download 
and review. A mandatory site visit will be held in early July.

The project is expected to take place from late July through to early 
September. More information will be shared with nearby residents and 
the community in the coming weeks.

For questions or a copy of the documents please contact: 
nicole.macdonald@colliersprojectleaders.com

PROJECT / REQUEST FOR TENDER  
NOTICE
Former Sherwood School 
Demolition Project

Ludwig’s life between 6 and 15 
years of age, is based on the experi-
ences of the author’s father.

THE SPOON STEALER 
BY LESLEY CREWE 

If you want a charming, feel-good 
read, The Spoon Stealer might 
take your fancy. The protagonist, 
74-year-old Emmeline Darling, lives 
in a small English town with Vera, 
her companion dog with whom she 
has regular conversations. To her 
surprise, since she is estranged 
from her family, Emmeline inherits 
the family farm in Nova Scotia. She 
decides to make a trip, and it’s a visit 
that changes many lives. Though the 
novel touches on some serious top-
ics, there is considerable humour. 
Complete reviews of all 
these books can be found 
on my blog at https://
schatjesshelves.blogspot.
com/. Happy Reading!
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DANIELLE PAUL 
BARRY’S BAY

The Royal Canadian Legion Barry’s 
Bay Branch 406 serves a territory that 
reaches Killaloe in the east, Whitney 
in the west, and Palmer Rapids to the 
south. The Legion actively supports the 
community as a whole, not just Cana-
dian Forces veterans, as anyone who 
has attended the Barry’s Bay Vaccina-
tion Clinic can attest. The Legion Hall 
is provided at no cost so that residents 
can receive COVID-19 vaccinations. 
Both vendors and customers of the 
Barry’s Bay Farmers’ Market held in the 
Legion parking lot on Fridays from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. are also grateful to the 
Legion for providing a spacious venue. 
And the Barry’s Bay Horseshoe League 
looks forward to practices and compe-
tition at the Legion pits starting Friday, 
July 2 at 6:30 p.m. 

Given this background of service to 
the community, it’s no surprise that 
when the Legion requested help to 
complete its long-planned patio proj-
ect, area businesses and individuals 
stepped up to return the favour. Branch 
406 President Heather Poliquin said, 
“We are grateful for the support from so 
many for this project, and are excited to 
offer the public a much improved patio 
experience.” The list of donors includes 
the following: Murray Bros Lumber 
Company Ltd. provided the lumber at 
half-price. McRae Lumber Company 
provided a cash donation and donated 
a large picnic table. Barry’s Bay Home 
Hardware provided a forklift and op-
erator. Individuals who helped build 
the patio deck and railings were Kevin 
Chapeskie, Gary August, Frank Burchat, 
Tom Bryce, Darcy Sheehan, Mike Shu-
list, Mike Poliquin, Dan Hudder.

Legion membership is not required 
to enjoy the new patio which is open 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Friday from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. Com-
munity members will be pleased to 
learn that the Legion will announce 
indoor events such as their popular 
monthly Pancake Breakfasts when they 
are allowed to open.

Visitors will note that the Legion’s 
flag is at half-mast. Branch 406 recently 

Your Legion serving the community

explained on social media that this was 
to honour the memory of residential 
school children: “In Remembrance, 
and out of respect for all these souls, 
all Branches will be lowering their flags 
to half-mast for an indefinite period of 
mourning. We continue to join in spirit 
with our First Nation comrades to help 
them through this devastating time. 

Our thoughts remain with all related 
families and communities.”

The Legion Banner program has 
been extended to the first week of Au-
gust. “The response to this program has 
been exceptional,” said Poliquin. There 
is still time to order your banner and 
help honour our veterans. Just call her 
at 613-756-9027.

A forklift hoists a 1000-lb picnic table onto the patio. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

SUBMITTED 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

After a temporary postponement due 
to public health directives, St Francis 
Valley Healthcare Foundation’s (SFVH) 
popular Catch the Ace lottery is back 
and ticket sales restarted on June 17. 
Each weekly draw is held live on SFVH’s 
Facebook page, with the winning tick-
et automatically bringing its holder 
20 percent of that week’s ticket sales. 
Plus, the progressive jackpot contin-
ues to grow until the Ace of Spades is 
revealed. All proceeds support the pur-
chase of essential medical equipment 
for St Francis Memorial Hospital. 

The $5 tickets can be purchased  
at the following locations: 
Round Lake Centre Food Market
AJ’s Convenience
Killaloe Hardware
Wilno Building Supply
Charlie D’s
Barry’s Bay MacEwen
Lorraine’s Pharmasave
Barry’s Bay Shell
CO Country Market
The Cottage Cup
Eganville Shell
Conway’s Pharmacy
Village Discount and Variety
Ramona’s Hairstyling
Whitney Pharmacy

Catch The Ace lottery is back
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Madawaska Valley
PUBLIC LIBR AR Y

Follow us on 
Facebook

19474 Opeongo Line
BARRY’S BAY

mvpl.programs@gmail.com
613-756-2000

Summer Programs
• Craft Kits
• TD Summer Reading Club
• Cooking with Kids
Register for summer programs online before June 19  
at www.eventbrite.com/x/154624282391

Take Home Trivia Weekend 
JULY 9–11
Register your team of 6 for just $25 
• Pick up your Take Home Trivia package July 9 or 10
• Meet for 2 hours of trivia fun (as health guidelines allow)
• Return your answers via email or dropbox by 3 pm July 11
Have fun and win fun prizes while supporting the library. 
Details: admin@madawaskavalleylibrary.ca

AT THE LIBRARY

19492A  
OPEONGO LINE
BARRY’S BAY
613-756-1832

DANIELLE PAUL 
PALMER RAPIDS

For the second time in seven months 
Brudenell Lyndoch Raglan’s (BLR) In-
tegrity Commissioner, Peggy Young-
Lovelace of Expertise for Municipalities 
(E4m) will be taking Court action in an 
attempt to remove a BLR Councillor 
from office. Council was advised of this 
at a Special Council Meeting on June 16 
held in the Palmer Rapids Community 
Centre. BLR provided both a video link 
(via Zoom) and telephone link to the 
meeting. Despite the links, the meet-
ing was attended in person by Young-
Lovelace as well as Sean Sparling who 
introduced himself as Manager of In-
vestigative Solutions Network (ISN), 
who are based in Sudbury and Sault Ste. 
Marie respectively. 

As previously reported, last November 
Young-Lovelace commenced proceed-
ings against Councillor Andrea Budar-
ick for alleged contravention of the Mu-
nicipal Conflict of Interest Act (MCIA). 
Before this happened, Budarick was on 
record as publicly criticizing E4m for 
their charges and billing methods. Now, 
Councillor Trevor Lidtkie — who also 
publicly criticized Young-Lovelace for the 
same reasons– faces similar proceedings. 
Budarick opposed the application to re-
move her, in which Young-Lovelace was 
represented by BLR’s lawyers, Wishart 
Law, who E4M has described in its pro-
motional material as a “business part-
ner”. A hearing took place on May 11th 
but the judge’s decision is still awaited.

It was not clear why Young-Lovelace 
attended the meeting as she did not say 
a word. It appeared that Sparling’s pur-
pose for being present was only to read 
the report which, it was revealed, was 
not prepared by either Young-Lovelace 
or himself. Sparling remarked after he 
had read the report, “I believe tomor-
row or within the next couple of days 
the municipality will receive the report 
— the actual written report — that can 
be distributed.” No explanation was 
offered by Sparling, Young-Lovelace 
or Mayor Sheldon Keller for the need 
to call a Special Meeting of Council to 
consider a report which was not avail-
able in written form which is standard 

practice for the presentation of such 
reports. Keller then called upon Coun-
cil to pass a Resolution to accept the 
report, and it was moved by Councillor 
John Rutledge, seconded by Councillor 
Iris Kauffeldt and then passed.

Budarick sought permission to ask a 
question, “When we accept this report it 
would be nice to have the written report 
before we accept it. Would that seem 
reasonable? I have to say for myself there 
were at least two times when I was total-
ly unable to hear. We totally got discon-
nected. I would certainly like to have an 
opportunity to review the actual report.” 
Keller said she could review it when the 
written report was received and Act-
ing Clerk-Treasurer Valerie Jahn said it 
would be posted on the BLR website.

In response, on June 18, Lidtkie re-
leased the following statement to the 
media: “During a Special meeting of 
BLR Council this past Wednesday June 
16th, a report was read to BLR Council 
concerning the Municipal Conflict of 
Interest Act and that a matter concern-
ing me was being referred to Ontario 
Superior Court by the Township’s Integ-
rity Commissioner.

Now that the matter is before the 
court, I am unable to make comment at 
this time on the advice of counsel.

Integrity Commissioner will ask Court to remove another 
Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan Councillor

A public comment I can make is to 
say this: Since my first moment of be-
ing in a council seat I have been consis-
tent in demanding that our Township 
spend our limited money in ways that 
gave the taxpayers the most benefit and 
rooting out unnecessary expenses. My 
record has been public and clear.”
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THE CURRENT 
MADAWASKA VALLEY

Browsing is back! During the past year 
library patrons have learned different 
ways to access online resources, pre-
order library materials and arrange 
appointments for computer and pho-
tocopier use. Those who prefer tradi-
tional access to reading materials will 
be pleased when the Madawaska Valley 
Public Library re-opens for browsing 
on Tuesday July 6. Library CEO Karen 
Filipkowski assures patrons that you 
can still borrow online materials and 
arrange for pickup during regular li-
brary hours.

For food lovers of all ages, this sum-
mer’s Cooking With Kids program fea-
tures not only a chance for fame and 
glory, but also the possibility of winning 
an amazing prize donated by V&S Sted-
mans. Everyone can enter — grandpar-
ents with grandchildren, aunties and 
uncles with nieces and nephews, par-
ents with adult children. To participate, 
just email a photo or video showing 
how you make your culinary creation in 
a kitchen with kids Remember to send 
along with the recipe so others can try 
it, too. Entries have a chance to be fea-
tured on the Library’s Facebook page 
and all entries will be entered into the 
prize draw at summer’s end. Email: 
mvpl.programs@gmail.com

There’s still time to register your team 
to compete in the Take-Home Trivia 
competition. Your team of 6 can sched-
ule a two-hour trivia session during the 

weekend of July 9-11, to meet either in 
person (safely distanced) or remotely 
as needed to conform with health regu-
lations. Pick up your Take-Home Trivia 
package from the library during regular 
hours on Friday and Saturday. At the 
appointed time, you and your team can 
put away your phones and electronics 
and spend two hours testing your trivia 
knowledge. Be sure to return your com-
pleted answers to the library by 3 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 11, by email to admin@
madawaskavalleylibrary.ca or in the 
drop box beside the library front door. 
While the prize for this year’s trivia 

MV Public Library cooks up treats this summer

Left: Follow Sir Monkton’s Library Adventures on Facebook. Right: the Cooking with 
Kids program.

champs is not the coveted trophy, there 
are plenty of other fun categories. And 
most of all, it’s a chance to support your 
public library in a friendly competition. 
The cost is $25 per team.

You can follow the adventures of the 
library’s sock monkey, Sir Monkton, 
on his own Facebook page, called Sir 
Monkton’s Library Adventures. And as 
usual during the summer break, chil-
dren can participate in the TD Summer 
Reading program. Plus, library staff 
have come up with creative and fun 
ideas for Craft Kits that you can pre-
order to pick up and make at home.

Local shopping can yield
SUBMITTED 

RENFREW COUNTY

The Townships of Brudenell, Lyndoch 
& Raglan; Killaloe, Hagarty and Rich-
ards; Bonnechere Valley; North Algona 
Wilberforce; Madawaska Valley and 
Whitewater Region have partnered to 
promote local businesses by encourag-
ing residents to shop local. 

The program is called “Rural Re-
wards” and will consist of the distribu-
tion of Rural Rewards Cards (pick-up 

in store or at any municipal office) that 
can be stamped or initialed by a store 
clerk after making a purchase at any of 
the businesses within the participat-
ing municipalities. After ten completed 
purchases, you can drop off your Rural 
Rewards Card at your municipal office 
and pick up a new card. 

Each Township will have a monthly 
draw for a $25.00 local gift card of the 
winners’ choosing. The campaign will 
run from June until December 2021.


